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Loy Juesbunnd fines, for his fove nd care,
and oundaiighters fiiciand Cymthia, with oy

thie old timies weere best. Even 1 have sailed witle Lar nien, aotd
boarded i ihe night silent ships with whire sils. That tas before an
English Rajah ruled in Kuching

Joseph Conrad, Ahmayers Folly (1895)






Preface

As the plane approaches Kuching one geri a birdi-eye view of
sections of the land from the cabir windows. In the distance the
come into sight. cach one

Santubong Mountain and Matang ran
a picture on canvis. Below, the rivers are flac ribbons, the colourof
milk
Until the carly 19605, the ordinary means of travelling
had been the steamship services. European travellers. arviving aficr

+ tea winding leisurcly through green surroundings of nipa
s to Kuching

two days in the vist emprimess of the South China Se, made much
of their first sight of the Borneo coast, They were enchanted by the
blue translucence of the mountains—as if carved from iee’™—and
the “green emerald forests” covering the limestone hills. Regul,

steamers would bypass the westward entrance of the Sarawak River
where the Santubeng Mountain stands. and choose the wider
Muara Tebas on the eastward side o sail o Kuching. Large

steaniers would wait at this larger river mouth o ride on the swift
currents of the swelling tide. Steammg vpriver, the captain would
find piloting signboards that indicated the deeper water channel to
take, the side to keep away friom. and the direction o follow 1o
Kuching, Later, they would berh at 4 sharf called Pending, sitvated
about 1.6 kilometres from the Kuching town ventre.

All these seem outdated w this era of airbuses and jumbao jers,
but as a child in the 19505 T would arrive i Kuching from Mirt in
aptly sums ap the aru

this mode of travel. The mame *Pendin
ation where goods were held at the wharf pending shipment. My
earliest recallection of Kuching was o weeks sty pending to board
s would

another steamer to Singapore, my mother’s homeland. W
visit my paternal grandmother who lived i a shophouse (where
they said | was born) on Wayang Street just below the St Mary’s
School ground. For breakfast at my unele’s house where we stayed,
there were an assortnent of nonya kiiy (sweet and savoury rice
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cakes). These were brought to the door by itnerant sellers calling
out their wares, Our relatives swore that there were no equaly to
Kuching’ nonya food cither in Singapore or in Miri.

We were always treated to many tales about the town and it
it sounded like a Ragah was still living i the

people. Vaguel
Astama when elderly relatives referred to the old Rajas time, or
in jost, talked abour gereing the Rajahs permission. For inquisitive

children like me. a special reason was given for the town's name—
that it camie from the shape of one of the hills dhat resembled a car
sittiniy at tost,

My adult impression of the capital in the 1960s was heightened

by the realization that almost everything, even the people’s way of
lite, had seemed to remain as they were 100 years ago: the crooked
and uneven five-foot ways of Carpenter and Ewe Hai Streets; the
ald temples and their wyang (opera) stage for holding perform-
ances inhonour of the deities: hoatmen rowing people across the
river to get to the kampongs on ‘the opposite bank'; and the busy
markets where buses. cars, and people mill round each other. 1 was
impressed by the neamess of the town despite its age. 1 wounld carch
glimpses of the Santubong Mountain or the Matang sange in the
distance while driving along the undulating ground. Like 4 scenic
backdrop on stage, these hills would dramatically disappear from

sight whenithe rain ally in sheets over Kuching, 1 planned to live
and work in Kuching after my overseas studies. However, my
studies and career have taken me o ull other destinations except
Kuching. Writing Old Kuching has given me an msight into the
tascinating clements thar shaped the capieal

Itis impossible to contain every historical detail of Kuching in a
single volume. I this book. my nain aim s to concentrate on the
human element that is so vinl in giving this town its distinet char-
acter. The book has benefited nnich from the Saraak Gazetre and
the Saratvak Musewn foutnal. the numerous Brooke historians, and
friends’ encouragement.

In acknowledgement, | wish firse to thank Noor Azlina Yunus
who has been a constant source of my inspitation. Thinks to my
longstanding friends, Datuk George Chan Hon Nam, Deput

Chief Minister of Sarawak. and Datin Judith Chan, 1 was able o

il
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geart oft my ground research in Kuching: My heartfels dhanks for
their help, and gencrous hospitlity during my mnumerable trips o
Kuching, Many thanks to Datuk Lucas Chin, retired curator of the
Sarawak Muscunt. for mtroducing me to the use of llustrations
from the museun’s archive, My apprectation to the then acting
curator of the Sarawak Museun, Mr [por Datan, for his kind per-
ion to use the photographs, and to Mr Ahmad Junad LatCand

i
Mr Lim Yu of the photography archive for their assistance. My
sincere thanks go to Ms Tan Yong Hiok, assistant curator of the
Sarawak Muscum, and the librarian Nora Safice for their fricmdly
nee and paucnce, To Julie Yeo at Antiques of the Orient

agsis!
thanks for kindly providing my illusration needs again, My appre
giation goes to Haji Zamuddin bin Saburi ar the Miri Public
Library for his friendly assistanee, and to Mr Lan Y Bin for lending
me Craig Lockards book. so indispensable to the study of old
Kuching. My heartfele thanks to my relatives and friends
Kuching who have generously given their time. particularly Ho
Yam Chin, Tien Chen Yih and Mary Chan Bee. To my husband,

my deepest appreciation for sponsoring this project with great

patience, and for sharing the love and memories of his old home
town. Lastly, I would like to once again thauk the Friends of the
National Muscum of Singapore for sharing
learning, Old Kuching has had these friends” wartn thoughts and

the opportunities of
goad wishes all along:

Miri Altcr Yen Ho
March 1998
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A Kampong in Borneo

We dropped [anchor| up the tiver -t the town of Kuchin (or
| Cat Town). the distmre is thirty-five miles or thirty seven miles
(from the river mouth). the warer generally decp. bt here ud
 ghere were awkward rocks

(ames Brooke. Private Letters to John C. Fempler, 20 Augas

1839)

tal basin (Plate 1). It hegan it written history as the capital of
independent state of Sarawak on 15 August 1839 when Janes

Kuching town in the carly 18405 as iltustrated by Frank Marryac.
(Sarawak Museun)
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Brooke, an English gentenim of some wealih, sailed upriver in his
armed schooner, the Rogalist (Colour Plate 1) In Tis gournal, James
Brooke recorded his imptession of the kampong that was o
Tt s litele

become the seat of his govermment for 100y
town with brown huts and long-houses made of wood or the hard
stems of the nipah palm, sitting in brown squalor on the edge of
mudilaes” (). Brooke, 1842)

At the north=west mouth of the Sarnwak River, around the foor
of the Santubong Mountain, Ly the villages of e Mulay and
Melanan fishermen, and bartering mders. Thirty-two kilometres
upriver from Kuching present site were pockets of setelements
oveupied by Chinese (Hakka) farmers who had drifred across

the Duteh East Indies border (from Sambas). Futher i the mterior

districes, longhouses: buile by Land and Sea Dayaks could be
found

A trading settlement of Malay ¢lite, the due and dheir aristo-
cratic followers, was established at Lidaly Tanaly (Tongue of Land)
10 kilometres upriver from Kuching: These Mulays had found anti-
mony ore here i the early 18205, and had employed the Land
Dayaks and the Chinese to nune tor ths at Smiawan. 2.5 kilometres
from Lidal Tanah, This activity drew the attention of the reigning
Bruner Sultan, Omar Al Saiffudin 1 who swattly sent o pengi-
s (noble) s government representative to- Sarawak. [n 1826,
Pengiran Indera Makhota serdled in Santubong, but pirate imenace
cansed him to move to Kuching’ present site. His presence. and his
action in collecting taxes and stealing fronn the Dayak inhabitants
disrupted the authority of the Malay dam, who, as local chiefs, had
hitherto been tasing the Dayaks, and trading salt, cloch, and iron
with them. In 1836, the Malays, led by Datu Paonggr Ali, allied
with the Land Dayaks, and rose against Makhota. They threatened
to declare independence and secredy sought help, though unsuc-
cessfully, from the Dutch government in Sambas. The *rebellion”
dragged on for three years, during which the rebels built 1 wooden
stockade, Fort Belidal, across from Sintawan ar the toot of the
Serambau Mountain. In the same year, the Brunci Sultan sent
Rajah Muda Hassin (the heir apparent) to Kuching to resolve the
political impasse. Hassinn came with his fourteen brothers and their

‘——a



A RAMIONG TN BORNEO

familics, and their sizeable entourage of followers and servans, and
swelled up the kampong populaion, Among their spacious houses
on the north bank of the Saruwak River was i rambling “palac
wood and nipa built for the royal Fanly. Iy 1839, i1 the custommary

ot

open audience ull at the front of the palace facing the rver, James
Brooke was courtcously received by Hassim and his brothers, of
whom Badruddin was to hecome his close friend (Colour Plare 2)
In 1841, in the same hall, Hassim proclimed Brooke the Rajah of

Sarawak for rendering him the service of quelling the rebeflion

Waterways, Pirates, and Inhabirants

Like all the other larger waterways of Borneo, the Sarawak River
originates i the interior highlands that form the natural border
betsveen Sarawak and the Indonestan part of Borneo. Tt descends to
the hilly rain torests where the migrating Diayaks dwell, and which
was known to carly Europeans as the Dayak mterior. The river
reaches the Kuching basin burdened with wp soil. logs, jungle
debris, and the refuse of the dwellers along s banks. William
wrote that

Hornaday, a British naturalist visiting Kuching in 1878

the river teeded skimming, straming, and fileering. Nevertheless
the transported soil served to *build up und meessantly enlarge the
low land plains’. which scem o self reclam over tme as the river
enters the sea in a network of deltas and river mouths.,

The daily tides of the Sarawak River flow and ebb every

six hours with a rise and fall of 48 metres dong Kuching town’

embankments. The Malays living in setlements up to 80 kilometres
or more upriver were guided by these adal rhydims, and by the
rainy north-cast momsoon from November to: March, and the
south-west monsoon from May to Octaber, Besides fishing and

some rice plinting, carly Malay peasarits also ook to collectin

transporting, and bartering the rich mangrove produce from the
coasts, and the jungle goods bronghr aut by the Dayaks. The coust-
lines of the whole archipelago region are indented wich similar
sandy river mouths and countless mangrove crecks and bays i their
deltaic formations. Until the Lite nineteenth century, these mnlets

had provided havens for the tormidable pirates that soved  the
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uncharted seas. Notortous for their \

ferocity and their egregious activ-

ities were the Hanun and Balagning
who hailed  from  the  swampy
Ligoons of Mindanao and the Sulu
ishands (Plate 2). They roamed the
seas in fleets of prbie (long boats)
panned by hundreds of fighting

men wiclding lethal weapons and
heavy arms. Boats plying the coast
and villagers living i the constal
setdentents were vienms of their
plunders.

The Brunei Sultaate was part of
the vast Indonesian archipeligo that
had come under the Indianized

empires of the S Vigaya and the

Magapahit from the seventh o the 20 An Hanan Pirate (Frank
sixteenth centuries. Archacological Marryat, Boreo aid the
finds frony Santubeng and its neigh i Avipelggo. 1545)
bouring areas have proved  these

On the other hand, the Dayak and the
coustal Melamau people’s hoarding of heirloom ceramic jars have

carly Hindu wifluences.

amply documented northern coastal Borneo’ clain to strong trade
ties with China from the cighth to the fourtcenth century. When
the Majupabit empire declined in the fifteenth century, the Brunei
Sultanate flourished onits own. It was by then a wealthy Muslim
state, converted by Arab traders and Indonestan Mushm immig=
rants. By the carly 18008 however, its power had so declined that ity
Sultan was but a nominal ruler dependent on the Pengirans, the
local Malay chiefs, and the Arab Sharifs to collect tributes from the
riverine settlements. These “officers” were empowered to colleet an
annual “door” tax of one pasior 22 kilograms of husked rice. Here,
door refers to a fimily in the Dayak longhouse. Often they would
inflate the tax, and reluctantly submit a partion of it to the Sultan, if
arall. ndeed, it was known that the further away the districe was
sitwated from the Brunei capital, the more independence it

4
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enjoyed. Henee, by the 18305, the Malays at Lidahy Tanab had been
more or less masters of their own domain for a fow decades. Mukah,
Bintulu. and Oyaon the north-castward coast were more heavily
taxed, being closer o Brunet; ', the provinees immediately about
the capital bear the chief bront of the Sultan’ expenses” (Munds,
1848)

A large concenteation of Malays dwell in the Fitst Division, thie

is, generally in villages at viver mouths. such as at Santuhong. and at

nah

the point where u tributary meets a main viver. The Lidah ©
was an example of the larer. There the Malay traders contralled
the shipping routes from mid-river inro the mterior, or downriver
to the coast. Another heavy concentration: of Malays is found in
the Limbang aind Baram districts that border the present Brunci
Sultanare in the north-west. The Bisaya. Kavan. Kenyah. Muruts,
Kelabits, and the Penans—collecuvely designated the Orang Ula,
or people of the uplind—dwell 1 the interior of this northern
region. They are dry-padi cultivators. collectors of jungle produce.
and hunters, and, excepting the nomadic Penans, live i traditional
Tonghouses, (They originated from ceneral Tndonesian Borneo, like

the Sed and Land Dayiks) The Melas. or @ Like—people of

the river—of the Oya and Mukah coastal areas had been estab.
lished in the sago industry and the fishing occupation from the six-
teenth century to the present. The sago: paste, seraped from the
pith of sago-palin Togs and roughly processed. was hirtered w the
traders, who took them o sago processing factorics in Singapore,
and later in Kuching. (Refined sago flour was exported to textile
and food manufictories i Britan) Another rverine tribe. the
Kedayan, and a1 mujority of the: Melimaus are: Mushim converts
through internarriages with the Bruner Pengrrans, die Artb Sharifs,
and the Nakhodas. These latter were popular swealthy taders and
boat owners from Sumarea and Malava who for eenturies had fie-
quented the Borneo coasts. A misority of Melinaus are either
pagans or Christian converts.

Southwards, along the complex tributaries of the Rejang and
Batang Lupar are the Thans or Sea Daviks who had migrated from
Indonesian Borneo more than 300 years ago. Like the Orang Ulu,

these longhouse dwellers and hunters were i constant search of

o

B



DL RUCHING

fresh linds 1o practise their shish-and-burn agriculwre, The carly
Europeans called chem *Sea Dayak' because they were intrepid
satlors of praln over rapids and vivers, and were at tmes seafarers.
Among the Thans were the Saribas and Skrang headbuners whe
fought the ecarly Brooke government for curtailing their head-

tking tadition, The most renowned of these: [ban warriors was
Rentap (‘Earth Tremor’), who fought James Brooke for ewenty years,
All Dagak groups lad the tradition of proving thesr bravery by
taking their enemies” heads at batde tmes, The urge to accomplish
this heroic feat degenerated in the carly 18008 Gamong the more
The Iban

of every

aggressive Thans) into the indiscrininate “hunt” for heads
ay—Was once requir

tradition of hegjalsi—to go av

youth entering manhood w sojourn somewhere. On going home.
e would prove his worthiness and bravery to the maiden whom

he was courting with the acquisition of at least 4 head “aoph
Following this tradinon was the Dayak feature of keeping o long
lock of hair at the nape o facilitate proper handling” i and when
his own head was tken (M. Brooke, 1913)

The “Land Dayaks” were the numerous 1a

k groups who
perched their villages on almost waceessible preeipices e the
terior of che First Division. They are now kiown as the Bidayul,
or people of the interior, and hay
the pre-Brooke period. these people had never seen the sea or

sinee hved on Tower lands. In

gone ina pradii. After serding into the First Division, they had pur-
sued a sedentary agriculwral life, By the early 18005 their head
Tunting pursust was limited to battle times with the Iban headhunter
cuemics, The latter were regularly exploited by the Malay chiefs
and Sharifs o raid the Land Dayak longhouses: the headbunters
would Tave the cnemies’ heads, the chies would have the goods,
wornen as captives, and children as slaves, The Land Dayaks, and
some gentler Ihan tribes seetding in the First Division, were to
become James Brooke's loyal friends and allies around Kuching,
Ihe Skrang and Saribas Ibans were subdued i the 1850 0
bevome his ‘army” at large in the Batang Lupar waterways (Plate 3)

The Hakka Chinese had since the early 17005 worked and lived
in a4 semi-autononous kougsi system i variots sultanate towns of
Dutch Indonesian Borneo, Most of them married the [ban women
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s A
3. Skrang Sea Dayaks. (Odoardo Beceari. [anderings i the Great Forests
of Borneo, London. Archibuld Constable & Ca. L. 1904)
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as Chinese women were binned from leaving China wnl the

18905, The children of these intermarriages were brought up as
Chinese, and the Hakka communitics mameined their Chinese
culture through the regular addicion of kinand clan from China
Like all carly Chinese inmgrants to Nanyang (whicly wanslates as
the Southern Ocean’. but designates the coastal region of the
archipelago). these goldminers worked with the goal of returning
to China ta retire in comfort and dignity. In the First Division they
settled in the Bau district, 16 kilometres upriver from Lidah Tanah.
i a mimng and farming community styled after cheir former

Tdonesian kongsi. Led by a respecred clder, they leased settlement

vights frony the rajahs or chief to whom they paid tases for export

ing the minerals, and importing opiunt. By the 18405 the Bau
community had about 2,000 goldminers and Limilies with a leader
named Liew Shanbang. They were to come inta conflict with James
Brooke in 1857 (Chapter 2)
them for evading taxes, and for hiding a secret socicty member from

when the latter, as the Rajah. fined

Singapore who was then sought after by the Brooke government,

James Brooke: The First White Rajah

James Brooke, born in 1803 in India. was the son of a Britsh civil-
jan in the East India Company (Colour Plte 3). He left school
carly and joined the company in 1819, In 1825 hie was wounded in
the Burimese war, and went an a long furlough during which he
read avidly about the Far East. After he resigned from the Fast
India Conpar

» he made excunions to Penang, Singapore, Hong
Kong, and Canton. ln 1835 he inherited his father’s wealth, with
which he bought the 142-ton burden, the Royalist. Although he

had read much abour Borneo: and yearned to abolish its coastal

piracy, it was only when he was in Singapore in 1838 that he deter-
mined his course to Sarawak. In Singapore he saw antimony ore
being imported from Sarawak by two Armenian merchant firms.
The Europeans were paying a high price for antimony, used with
lead in manufacturing bulless. in making printing types, and for the
new food canning technology. The Brunet aristocrats had used icas
a cosmetic, while in Indonesia it was used as a metllic paint on

8
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eheir fabrics, The mmeral was known as serarak in Malay, and dhis
same name was used onthe river that cormected to Kuching, and
on the district, that is, Saraswak

Before James Brooke’s arrival in Singapore, Hussing in Kuching had
ordered the rescue of the crew of a British ship.carrying 2.000 pikuls
of antimonty ore, that had sunk oft the const. ITmmensely grateful
for this kindness, the Furopean merchants in Singapore persuaded
James Brooke 10 sail 1o Sarawak and deliver  leuer o Hassim. Tt
was an ¢asy persuasion. for James Brooke was curious to see the
Malays and Dayaks in rebellion. Having dabbled 1 trade, he was

eager to find the source of the antimony. After visiting Hassion, and

meeting and befriending the Dayaks in the interior. James Brooke
- He rerurned

Jeft Kuching to its curfows, and sailed to the Celebe
in late 1840 to find Hassin pleading for lis help to quell the rebel-
lion so he could return to Brunei (where his regency was ar stake)
He offered to make James Brooke the raly of Savawak af he suc-
ceeded. With this promise before hin. James Brooke led an armed
force of 600 Dayaks, Malays, and Chinese to Fort Belidah and
ended the protracted warfare. Through James Brookes diplomacy.
the Malay datu were forgiven and their lives spared by the Brunei
Sultan, In gratitnde, the Malay daae and the Dayaks wanted to

make James Brooke their rajah. Tlowever, Hassim hesitaced as there
=
courtiers. He kept silent about this for mornths.

displeasure and - apposition. from. Makhota and the  other

In Seprember 1841, James Brooke lost his patience. The Royalist.
armed with six-pounders and swivel guns, carrying four boats, and
flying the white eisign of St George with 4 red cross. was moored
in front of Hassim’s palace. With the fircariis aimed at his living
quarters, Hassim duly signed the trnsfer of power and proclaimed
James Brooke the Rajal of Sarawak. In 1843 Makhota left Kuching
in ignominy. Hassum and his clan returned wo Branei i 1845, Thus
began the Brooke raj; n comples civilization made up of Chinese
goldminers, Malay privees and fishermen, Dyak pirates and head-
hunters had fallen into his hands™ (Payne, 1980)

Kuching kampong sprang into a capital town aliost instanely on
24 Seprember 1841 James Brookes jurisdiction, known as Sarawak
Proper, only stretehed from Cape Dty to the Sadong River, a

9
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waterway border with the present Second Division. Frederick
Boyle wrote in Adventures Among the Dapaks of Borneo (1865) that
the town was called by the maves "Kuching', meaning “car’, but
that by Europ: James Brooke
had infisrmally renanied bis capital Sarawak” in 1832, There was
no ofticial acknowledgenient on this. The town. country, and river
shared the appellation until 1872 when Chades Brooke, his
nephew and successor. officially reverted it to "Kuching” and ended

iyt frequently called Sarawal

the confusion. *Kuching” s known to have been: derived from
Sutigel Kuching, a rivuler thae fowed past the small Chimese Tun
Pek Kong temple
Sarawak River. The rvaler was named after che mata kiuching—eat's
eye—fruit tree (Nephelim nafarense) that fourished on the hill
behind the temple. the Bukit Mat Kuching, (The frair s

at the east end of the town before jomng the

identical to the fogan in taste, but is, as its name implies. the size of
ety eye. and looks like one) As the First Raja, James Brooke
puled from 1841 o 1868, He fulfilled his vow 1o eradicate the
he extirpated headhuntimg, Lid down law and ord

constal piracy;
and brought peace and trade to Kuching, Warships armving at

Kuching were required to salute the Sarawak flag svith twenty-one

guns. James Brooke spent his entire fortunc and the rese of Tis life

on founding his raj. His repeated ofters to Britain to colonize and
develop Sarawak were turned nlu\\n Under the Second Rajal,
Churles Brooke (1829-1917), Sarawak prospered as an independ-
ent sovereign state that muited its own coins and postage stamps
that bore imprints of the Rajah’s face. Charles Brooke, ruling from
1868 to 1917, strengthened his uneles policies and expanded
Sarawak's territories to its present limic at the norchern borders
with Sabaly and Brunei. His son. Vyner Brooke, enjoved a stable
reign from 1917 to 1941, In 1946 Sarawak was ceded to Britain as

4 crown colony. and Kuehing became a colonial capital. Tn 1963,
Sarawak joined the Federation off Malaysia, As the capital of the
largest state, Kuching differs in various ways from many other

Malaysian towns and cities. Tes historical and urban development

bears the unique stamp of ‘its legacy of @ hundred years of rule by

the Brooke rajabs’ (Lockard, 1987).
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A Capital Town

If without mentioniug it breadeh. T were 1o sute thar Kuching
extends three—quarters of 4 mle along <ither bk of the river, 1
should give ideas of 4 o

nificence to which the capital, prosperous
though it be, Tias 1ot yet attaiped

(Frederick Boyle, Advennoes Anong the Dayaks of Boneo, 1865)

WHILE the new Rajah was setting up his government, Kuching
town began its vigorous growth on hoth banks of the Sarawak
River. In 1843, Junes Brooke moved from a simple Malay wooden
house to Muklota’s bungalow on the nordh bank, 1t was a “lofty
structure” surrounded by broad verandas, o which he gave the
English name. The Grove. He decorated it with native and European
weapons of war, and built a library that was worthy of ‘a treasure in
the jungle’. The Grove sat on a grassy mound, fanked on two sides
by the Sungei Bedil Kecil and Sungei Bedil Besar, two sereams that
would swell into small rivers at high tide. A path led down the
rolling ground to  linding place on the main river. On this gov

ernment residential grounds were coconut and areca palms, fruit
and fragrant floweri

bushes. ineluding the Rajal’s fvourite
roses. A larger house replaced The Grove on the same site in 1§52,
and was prosaically mamed Government House (Colour Plate 4)
The Rajah’s view of his growing capital across the river took in the
small but constandy actve Chiese and Indian bazaars, the Malay
kampong houses, and the glorious sunset behind the hazy-bluc
Matang (900 metres) mountam range that lies south=west of the
town
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The Old Toun Core

The town would awake every morming to the hustle and bustle of
two markets on the bank apposite the Rajah’s residence. These
were atap-roofed sheds where the population made their daily pur=
chases of meat, fruits. and vegetables. Further left from the markets,
arivilet called Sunger Gartak marked the town's west end, A com-
an Island off Java by

muiity of Boyanese, brought in from Baw
Hasstm. setded in Kampong Jawa berween the rivalet and the mar
kets: The Malay dani and their noble followers from Lidah Tanah
sertled south-west of this area, which became the Datu’s Kampong.

This was the nucleus of a sophisucated class of arban Kuching
Malays, the Perabangan, o
the dati and the main corps of the Brooke government’s native
officers. A steady imuiigration of coastal Malay villagers. from
around Santubong, Samaraban. and Sadong, and Malyy Muslims
lebes, had begun to stream

raler class, from which was culled

and maders from Sumatra, Java, and

into Kuching, They formed clusters of seli-contamed kampongs
on the north bank, up and downriver from the government

residential grounds. The kampongs were named after their phices

of origins. or their leaders, like Kampong Surbaya, Kampong
Boyan, and Kampong Gersik (of the Minangkabau). A wooden
mosque, structured Tike 1 Malay dwelling house, sat on a foothill at

a bend of the Sarawak River. This served the carly Muslims as a
place to worship until 1852, when a bigaer mosque. the Masjid
Besar, was buale on the knoll behind o contain a lirger and mor
settled Mushim population.

A small community of Tndian Moplah merchants settled south of
the nurkets. They had origimated from the Malabar Coast of Tudia,
but had probably moved. from the large Indian commmmitics of

the Straits Settlements. A dirt road. known as Kling Street. ran in
front of their wooden shops dealing in Indian textiles, brassware,
spiees. and marker goods. This carly “Litde Tndia® community
professed the Shiite faith, and worshipped i3 wooden prayer hut
behind the shops. Hugh Low in Saawak: Irs Tnhabitants and
Productions (1848) observed that although the local Malays were of
orthodox Sunni fiith, the two seets in Kuching dwelled peacefully
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in proximity. but that the Malays had never worshiipped in the
Indian mosque. Kling Street was structurally improved over the
decades, and was renamed India Street in 1928 at the request of
the larger Indian community (Colour Plire 5).

A wide dirt road running east along the viver bank served as o

street for a row of rickety, wooden Chinese shophouses. The Main
Bazaar, presently Kuching citys oldest thoroughfare, began its exist-
ence inadvertently as o wide embanknient where raders con-
veniently loaded and unloaded their goods (Plate 4). It was a track
of mud and slush especially when the tides or the monsoon rain
flooded the river: At low tide, w was serewn with debris washed up
by the tide and suni—roteed fish. At the eastern end of this early
Main Bazaar, an atap-roofed fish marker stood by Sungei Kaching,
and opposite the Tua Pek Kong Temple. In 1928 the rivalet was

oAd roads that ran to the wral Padungan districe. In
1856, the Borneo Company had planted its warchouses on the

A2t A L HE

*

Kuching waterfront in 1804 with the shops on Man Bz, presendy
the oldest thoroughiire. {Sarawak Museum)

13



01D RUCTUNG

at the foorof the Bukit Mary Kueling. It
was the only European commercial enterprise that Janes Brooke

bank cast of the temple

had permirted 1o operate - the country. Ships steaming upriver
towards Kuching town would, after a panorama of miles of nipa
palins; pass with relier and delighe the lively Maky kampongs on
the river banks. The whitewashed Bornea Company warchouses,
would be

with a Linding for washing and loading antimony o
their first lindmark of some “civilization” ahed

Shortly south of the Chinese shops. the ground appeared ¢

ated with aseemingly impenctrable jungle. In 1848, the Reverend
Franers McDougall (who became Bishop of Sarawak and Labuan in
1835). and his wite Harriette arrived i Kuching (Plate 5), They
headed the Borneo Mission (1848=08), 4 private mssionary group
Liter supported by the Saciery for the Propagation of the Gospel,
The Rajab donated 16 hectares of the laind to thie Mission on which
Mission House was buile in 1849, The Malay workmen cleared
the jungle, Hatened the hillwp, and dug the foundaton. The
St Thomtas Cathedral and its small cemetery stood a hetle down
the slope (Colour Plate 6). In the Mission House (now Bishop's
House) the MeDougalls ran a lieele day school. which was Tistoric-
ally Kuching’s firse St Thamas and St Mary. Its orphanage began
with four “halt caste” children whom the Rajah found ‘runni
about m the bazaar’, and ten Chinese Hakka children from a
refiigee influs in 1850, The Rajah often found it necessary to turn
in Dayak and Malay children sent to himas shives. (Slavery svas
abolished by Charles Brooke - 1880). The Mission dressed them
with clothes made by Chinese tailors in town, fed, and educated

them (Plate 6). The Mission House was also a dispensary and hos-
pital where Bishop McDougall, a highly qualified surgeon. tended
to the Malays, Dayaks, and o handful of Europeans. The carly
Chinese made occasional use of the clinic, but they would often have
4 Chinese physician among themselves, as Harriette: MeDougall
noted

The carly sniall Chinese population were predominaritly frons
Singapore major Hokkien and Teochew dialeet groups. The pre=
vailing presence of the Hokkiens i town, and their powerful com-
mercial base largely account for the Hokkien dialect being the

14
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patois of Kuchings Chinese inlabitants regardless of their own
pecch groups. One would also notice that most Indian merchants
in Kuching speak Hokkien Huendy. The most notable Hokkien
trader to come from Singapore in T840, after Kuchmg had achieved
some peace and stability, was Ong Ewe Hai, who becime the firse
Chinese Kapitan (from the Portuguese *Capitan” for ‘leader’). He
started @ humble bartering business with the Malays and Dayaks.
and this later grew and became the prominent Ong Ewe Hai and
Comparty. Another trader, Lau Kian Huat, was a Teochew who
came in 1852 and established Ghee Soon Company. Teochew:
speaking traders persistenty rivalled the Hokkiens in their similar
luerative trades wherever they settded, although the former’s tades
were more agriculturally based. T Kuching. both groups deal in
the importation of major groce:

y woods, and the exportation of
sago, gambier (Unicara gambin), and pepper, and later, rubber. The
rohust pepper and gambier trades (of the Teochews) were later
concentrared at Kampong Jawa, which developed ro: Gambier
Road and Market Strect in the 18805, (Gambier |

fior batik, sail canvas, and for anning leathers it is abo an optionl

ves vield o dye

ingredient i the betel chew or sirif-urakan. Gambier dregs made
exvellent fertilizer for pepper vines, hence they were twin crops.)
A snall number of Cantonese artisans and market gardeners lived
i Kuching vicinity in the 18305, The Rajah’s first steward was a
Cintonese named Lau Chek who came from: Satok (west of
Kuching). He is said to ave helped the First Rajal hoist St Geor
over Kuching, and fought with him against the Bau goldminers in
1857.

In 1850, about three to four thousand Hakka Chinese, while

escaping kongsi rival warfare in Sambas

swarmed into Kuching

The refugees camped almost everywhere with their mas and

belongitgs, nuch to the dismay of the European officers. On one
incident, Bishop McDougall came upon a large group sleeping
nside their mosquito nettings in the partidly completed church
building, their robacco “perfiming the plce

nd there were “nails
Knocked into the walls to tie up the curaing’ (McDougall, 1882)
The Rajah. desirous of the cconomic prospect of their sextlenment,
donated rice and twols so that these refugees could open up the

10
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Jotned the Bau goldmining

¢ ot community,

jungle
or dispersed iy rural market gardeners. tn Kuching, behind Main
Bazaar, & small number of these Hakkas (following the
artisans) went intor carpentry, ansmithery, and tailoring. These
activities (including coffin-making) gave Carpenter Street its name,
A road of about 3.2 kilometres led -t the immediate Dayak in-
terior. This was known as Rock Road (now Jalan Tun Haji Openg),

ntoriese

and ‘it was all Kuching then boasted, o highway on which James
Brooke used to walk his “old Arab’ in the 18505 (Helms. 1882).
Frederick Boyle wrote that an “enormous wild boar” haunted
Rock Road every night, aind crossed the Bishops pach on his con-
stitutional ride. From Harriete MeDougall’s vivid deseription. one
could visualize the Bishop (with his Armenian ancestry) cutting a

robust and hilurious figure i town with bis Haring beard and priestly
robe, and riding a pony named Don. Ragah Charles Brooke and
the Rance used to “pound” on this road in cheir horsesriding ex-
ercise at six every morning,

Undl the 19205 the Ragah’s stbles, complete with coach-
house, harness room and hay-loft”, stood at the junction of Rock
Road and Carpenter Street (at the present Genenal Post Office
site), These were maintned by the
Horses, pony carts, and carriages were Kuching's earliest modes of
transport for the Ragah, his higher Ewropean officers and visitors.
the Borneo Company managers. and the datn. The population and
lower European officers travelled around town on foor, and by
sampans, fambang {covered hoats). and prafne on the network off
innumerable rvers and crecks. Bullock carts for passengers and for
bulky goods were not used unul after 1870 when the roads were
vastly improved. and bullocks were imported from India. The
Dayaks would walk into town with ove pack’,
a long rattan basket. In the bazaars, the Chinese libourers skilfully
heaved gunny-sick loads anto their shoulders, Until the 19305, the
Chinese and Malay itinerant food scllers awked their wares i two

yowned Boyanese grooms

thing in their b

boo baskets or containers shung in ropes from a wooden pole
Which they balanced on the shoulders (Plate 7).

In Ten Years in Sannak (1866), Clirles Brooke wrote: ‘this was
[that Kuching had in 1852]. except . stockaded place called a

17
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A Chitrese hawker with his wares i the baskets shaig i ropes (o i

wooden pole which he balaneed an s shoulders (Sarvak Museun)
fort ... and a court-iouse o the upper side of the bazaar’. The
wooden fort wis a4 six-gun bareery surrounded by a moar at

fanding plie valled Pangkalin Batu located  directly opposite

Govermment House. A garrison of twenty—five Malays under

pative commandant kept a 24-hour surveillince on the rivery
activities. On ceremontal occasions, ind i honour of visiang naval
vessels, it would hoom forth in gun salutations. The cehoes served
to inform the nearby Dayaks of the 1Rajahs movements, whenee
the news would travel to the interior longhouses, The Dayaks
would decide to go to Kuching, to bring their respects or therr
nees to their Rajah An carly an community in Kuching

griev
dwelt m o longhouse m Padungan until 1856 when Ghee Soon
wo flour processing factory e the area

Company built the first s
(Colour Plate 7). In 1858, at Jumes Brooke request. a small com-
munity of Balaw 1hans from Batang Lupar, settled in g longhouse
FOPrESENCe Wt an intniation. of

behind the Chinese area. The
the Rajahy fearsone supporters afier the 1837 contlice with the
oldminers. They were resettled in a birger suburbar wrea 6.4 kilo-
metres souch, that subsequenty became Kampong Tabuan, o pi-
oncer community of Kuchings urban Than society. Prominent

18
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AL FOWN,

Tbans of Kuehing today trace their roots back o Jangun, the Balau

Jeader who dilivered the Rapahs message of Kuching’s predic
ment o Charles Brooke in the Second Division

Jamies Brooke had admimistered his early sovernment i the Lirge
audience and dining hall of The Grove, T 1848, affer hie wis
Knighted. he maved his informal court to the grownd foor of
abindoned twostarey wooden school - building - behind
Pangkalan Bacu fore. In th first "Court. House', he

"
the
officially
presided over all hearngs and Lagaton with his two European
assistanes and three Malay dure in attendance.

Thus. the tradition
began for the Rujal o cross the tiver to wet to his office oo the
south hank. At ¢ach embarkation and disemnbarkagon. o Roydl
Umbrella Bearer would hold o Lirge vellow satin umbrella over the
Rajah’s head (Place 8). This stately umbrella was asymbol of Maliy
aristocracy that swas adopted for use an all ofticial funcoons and
ceremonivs throughont the three Rajabs” reigns

Lhe River: Highway and Thororghfire

Unassumingly. the Sarawak River, cutting through the centre of
the roadless township, assumed the role of the main thoroughfare
Malay snd Dayak b came nwith v, salted fish, beeswas,
sago paste. sharkfins, birds nests. and sundry jungle and mangrove
produce to barter with the Chinese shapkeepers. Chinese trade
Junks berthed on the piver, unloading several Chinese imiigrants
from Singapore or Chima, Manthly schooners from Singapore
tooted signals of mail from England:

boars and frigates wiloaded
goods and loaded the antimony ore, and the jungle produce. | lugh

Low noted that Kuching imported “salt, oprin (consumed by the
Chinese), silks, cocoa-tiut oil, hrass wire, and brass cooking pots

Javanese handkerchict, and Eurapean claths and carthenware, and

also much of the coarser carthen manufacture of Ching®

Kuchings political atmosphere be 16, and the Rajahy
policy of keeping at bay large manufacturing enerprises that
would exploit the natives and the Chinese for labour, were not
conducive to atracting 4 large population settlement or 4 brisk
trade. The anun and Balagnin pirates continued their coustal

e
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8. A Sarawak Ranger officer Iyn\ fing a large yellow satin
umbrelly over the Rajal'y head. (Sarawak Museum)
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menace, at times pulling into Kuching to scout the place. At other
gimes. sleck pralit of the Skrang and Saribas headbunters would
skim silently into town. Hoping that the: White Rajah would
relent, they would seek “livence” to raid the Dayak villages, like in

un’, and Bulan,

the old days. Two chicfi named Matahari, ‘the
sthe Moon’, begged James Brooke for permission to ‘steal just a
head or two .. or maybe three L The astounded Rajah likened
it to how “n school hoy would ask for apples” (1. Brooke, 1842).
“The river of trade would turn it 4 rallying ground of hundreds of
pative war prichic whenever the Firdt or Second Rajah (until
the 1880s) was fitting out punitive expeditions on the pirates and
headhunters (Colour Plate 8). The muddy water of the Sarawak
PRiver, filled with colourfil war vessels bea inspiring names,
would resound with gunfire. The cerie Dayak war ‘yell that filled
the air was describied by Chatles Brooke as a terrifying experience
that "froze the blood inone’s veins'”.

Between 1843 and 1850, 4 concourse or a rely of visiting
British men-of-war would elbow for space with the regular trade
frigates, junks, sailbouts. and schooners. In the centre of this
remote kampong town surrounded by thick jungles, the first
British gunboat to visit Kuching, the HMS Dido, anchored m eurly
1843. This I18-gun corvette made an awesome picture on the river,
with its towering nstheads. and 250 white-umiformed  sailors
furling siils to music played by a live band. Capain Siv Henry
Keppel (1808-1903) proudly wimessed the tumultuous welcome
accorded the Rajah by all his subjects on his recurn from a holiday
in Penang, The river was ‘covered with canoes and boats dre:

ing e

sed

out in their various coloured silken fags, filled with natives beating
their tom-toms” (Keppel, 1840). In the same vear, the HMS
Samarang, on leaving town after a call, hit 4 rock in wid-river and
1an aground for ¢leven days (Colour Plate ). The crew roamed the
bazaars and the Rajah’s gold and antimony mining districes. They
bathed in the streams, which one of the mudshipmen,  Frank
Marryae, found to be infested with ‘mischievous” alligators. At
night wild hogs, porcupines, wild cats, and other animals visited
their lodgings on the north bank.

Marryat sketehed some of the finest portraits of Kuching in its
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‘infancy’, He wrote that there were “about 800 houses, built on
piles into the ground, the sides and roofs being enclosed with dried
palm leaves” (Marryat, 1848).

Another striking scene on the river was the town’ Royal
Subu was a Malay seaman

Prochimer making his round of dut

from the Ropalist. He was made the first State Execanoner for his
s, his great composure, and his

outstanding physical build and strer
unmatched skill at using the keris Subu put condemned crinimnaly
to their instant end by thruseing the keris into the right collar bone,
and diagonally through the heare. As the Royal Procliimer. he
would don a blue gold-embroidered jacket with a gold waist band.
and w pair of black tousers. A coloured handkerchief on his head
was tied ‘in-a jaunty fashion, with two ends standing up over his
left car’. No less solemnly. he would embark on a long boat that
had the Rajahs Hag and that was paddled by wenty men. At cach
Jetty he would stop to read the Proclamations (in Malay) to the
ers with their “poly-
responsibilities”, Subu was also the Royal Umbrella Bearer until
his demise i 1873, The job probably required his stature and
ptain Keppel had described the umbrella as o “huge

illiterate population. Like all Brooke off

stoutness, for €
yellow canopy’

The same sea wacer-inundated river that carried jungle ¢
trudde and sar, and the town's sewage was also 4 source of early
Kuchings water supply (from Sungei Gartak). Outbreaks of
cholera o dysentery were frequent, An epidentic in 1858 ook a
few hundred Malay lives, while that of 1888 killed a thousand
people in its wake. Charles Brooke noticed that the bazaar Chinese
were much less atflicted than the patives. This acute observation
expedited his government scheme for 4 town reservan

bris,

nught hav
to store water from the Matang mountins to be piped into
the houses. Tt was likely that he would have read from the late
Sir Stamford Raffles” history of cighwenth-century Java that the
Chinese there were careful over drinking only boiled water, 4
" For making tew, or
manufacturing o and heansprouts, the Kuching Chinese would
have used well water and collected rain wager. The water supplicd
to the more affordable houscholds by the Chinese fiukang aii—

process that killed the Tigtle visible creatur
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water carrier—night have come from a lirge well in Upper China
Street (sealed up i the T88(K)

Water was transported i two kerosene tns slung from apole that

s well as from the Sungei Gartak,

were balaced oyer the untiving Chinese shoulders, The river
water would he wllowed to sic and clarify, and mreated before use.
The Chinese have always refrained front the mative indulgence in
raw meat and vegetables. Natives long influenced by the Chinese
in older South-Fast Asian cities eventually acquired the habit of
drinking warm boiled water or hot tea. though not the habit of
cooking everything. Tt “seems likely that Europeans firse learned ity
[boiled waters] advantiges

probably by following the local of
Chinese example’ (Reid. 1988)

Secnnity Forces and Devastation

By the mid-1850s, the Batang Lupar's Than headhouters had he-
come the governments unpaid and irregular army. They responded
swiftly to the summons of Charles Brooke, the Tuan Muda (Young
Lord), when they received the official dispatch of a spear to them.
Kuching’s first armed service, the Foramen, formed i 1846, was a

recruit of thirty Dayak and Malay youths from ¢liee fanlies com-
missioned o guard the forts and the Rajabs residence. The
Fortmen were later increased to a hundred and owventy soldiers
commanded by Major Rodway. an ex-British army officer. In their
white uniformns with black braid trimmings (devised by Charles
Brooke). and armis, these soldiers were also barefoored (ar lease
until the [8Y0s). i 1866, sixty convicted Sepoys from the Indian
Mutiny of 1857 arvived fron India. They joined the Forunen to
form the Saraswak Rangers i 1872, the firse military in Kuehiog
(Plate 9).

However, before the security forees were firmly established.
Kuching was devastated by what Brooke historians have called the
Chinese Rebellion of 1857, [n the carly hours of 19 February.
about 600 Bau goldminers led by Liew Shanbang took Kuching
town by surprise (Plate 10). They overpowered the Fortmen at the
Pangkalan Batu fort, killed four Europeans (including beheading
and chrowing two children uito the flimes), and burned down two
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0, The Sarawak Rangers on
parade. (Sarawik Musean)

10, Chinese goldminess from
B, 32 kilometres upriver
From Kucling town
(Sarawak Museum)
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of their houses, T the dark, James Brooke swam across the tide-

ACAPETAL TOWN

wollen Sungei Bedil Besar and sought refige in 1 Malay kanipong,
The goldminers, wistking 4 young, Englishiman for the Rajah,

ook his head and paraded it ona pike i town The Government

House was torched, and the Rajahs library burned for two days.
“glowing dull red like a furnace” as the McDougalls watched from
the Mission House. At daybre k, Liew Shanbang sat it the Rajah's
" Court House and summoncd the Datt Bandar, Bishop McDougall,
~a Mr Ruppell, and Mr Ludvig Helms, the Borneo Company
nager. He suggesced that the Dat rule over the Malays, the
Bishop be the Rajah of the Europeans. and his Bau autonomy to
gversee Kuching. At the mconclusive meeting. the Bishop reminded
he goldminers that the Tuan Muda was “the Governor of the S
mks. and could let loose at least 10,000 wild warriors upon
.(_]nhu 1\\1‘\ After a coc kunl blooad \pnnkluu. oath and

ot

e goldniners left V'n'|l|x'lﬁ\lll“\ on the third \L|y When some Malays
tinued to pursue them. the antagonized goldminen returned 1o

troy the Datu’s Kampong and ramsack the Mission House. On
fifth day, the Borneo Company’s Sir James Brooke returned from
pore, picked up the Rajah from downriver, and storned into
Kuching. The goldminers beat o doomed retrear into Sintavan and
with the Than army at their heels, Liew Shanbang was Killed ac
ce called Jugan Siviawan on 24 Februar
o thousand or more goldmmers and their families were

Almost none of his

ared in

pogrom, and those who crossed the border were hounded by
Dutch authorities.
Kuchings Chinese traders, though supportive of the govern-

nent, nevertheless sufte

dthe immediaee ditermath of the cari-
he. The angered Malays found much faole with them. The
yaks on the other hand. glectully “cooked —smoke-treared

goldminers heads in the streets va Chinese left the town
hall their belongings. in schooners

“harles Brooke wrote that

ny years after the meident, “the population were so nervous
the most frivolous accident occasioned 4 panic”

ching was lefi more perturbed than before when an intrigue
boured by Datu Haji Gapur (Datu Patinggi Alis successor from

25



O RUE NG

Kuching in the 1860s, 011 ity way to recovery from poverty and
catastrophes. (Sarawak Muscum)

1544) 1o overthrow the Brooke govermment was quickly quelled in
1859, The carly 18005 saw a shabby, traumatized Kuching town
dosly recovering from the iniquities of war, unrest, and an unstable
cconomy (Plate 1), The Chinese had returned in drifts and were
filled with uncertainty about their future, More kajung or palm leaf
walls, wood, and atap roofs replaced many of the shophouses. carn-
ing Carpenter Strect its nickname, Atap Street. The few roads
renaned as beaten tracks and muddy paths. During high ade, the
cmbankments brimmed with all sorts of trading boats and junks.
The reflus exposed the stils of the water-kampong houses. the
mangrove roots, and the slippery banks of the markets and tading

areas.

In 1868, Kuching mourned the death of their First Rajah who
died in Englind. For a week, the Sarnwak flag flew ar half mast over
the capital. By 1861 Sarawak had encompassed the Mukah and
Oya districes.




Austerity and Prosperity
Y perity

Kuching is reclimed jungle—but thirey years has
European look. The sereets are clean and wide

(James Austin Wilider, 1idr to S, 1506)

TaE 18708 marked @ new era for Kuching, The arrival of seeam-
driven vessels in the Borneo waters brought the constal piricy
ander control. The openimg of the Suez Canal shortened the trade
routes to and from Europe, Muls from Singapore to- Kuching
now took a mere ten days. Rajah Charles Brooke miade the capital
changes and improvement dat Kuching needed most— s bureau-

cratic adninistration and infrastructure. Under his directives, Kuching
became a clean. heautiful rown on which visitors hestowed much
praise as they expressed awe at its head of stiter “The Ragah s
absolute’ (Wilder, 1896). He was determined to make his capital a
modern town (Colour Plare 10). “Endlessly pufting at his Manila
cheroots, he would order a road buile her

1 bridge buile the

L or

anew factory for processing oil from areca nuts over there (Payne,
1966). Charles Brooke had lived and worked in Sarawak since 1852
(Colour Plate 11). He had heen but Tuan Muda in name and
Rajah in authority since 1863, The ailing Sir_James Brooke had
retired in Englind after disinheniong ¢ s brother, the Rajah
Muda, Jolmson Brooke. over the accession dispute, Charles Brooke
knew the Kuching burcaucracy i detil, and his familiarity with
‘every civil servants character and lifestyle was uncanny. Fis
European staff had been described as an esprit de corps: they had no
family life, and no furlough for the first wen years of their service.
‘He had observed their inclination towards the “ruler class’ when
the First Rajah’s younger officers (including Johnson Brooke)
brought their wives from England. He also noticed how “withdrawn’
the Kuching people were (during their informal calls on the agah)

arles’
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when the ofticers and their female conpanions retreated o the

“drawing foomn” for et of tea after dinner.

The Second Rajahs personal regimen was no- less serict. i
My Life in Santeak (1913). the Rance Margarer Brooke described
her husband as the most punctual man alive’. His clockwork of a

voutine way supposedly emulated by all: “At five o'clock in the
norning. just betore daybreak ... a gun was fired from the Fore, at
which sigrial the Rajah jumped out of bed. Wishing to do the same
a5 the Rajah, the Furopeans, Malays, Dayak: umped
out of hed wo? Another gun fired at cight in the evening served as

and Chinese

the Rajalis *dinner gong’. Known to the Kuching people as the
“eight-o'clock gun’ in Hokkien, it continued to boom away cach
evening unal the lare 19605 serving no grander purpose than
cchomg a charming bygone era

Commanding neither great stature: nor possessing. any sociil
arace. Chatles Brooke drove both fear and respect into all who
knew him: his orders were command, and “his washes were Taws's

I the sixey-five years of his fife in Saravak, he was loved, revered.

and befriended by all. Colonial officer

. gauging the people’s con-
sent to cede Sarawak to Britain in 1946, found that the clderly
Duayaks of the mrerior would talk about their beloved Second
Rugah. whont, they thotghe, was stll residing in Kuching.

A New Capital

I 1869, the wooden Government House was demolished to give
way to the Second Rajah’s white fortress-like edifice, the Astana
(Colour Plate 12) (see Chapter 6). Tt was the first brick building in
Kuching. and was completed in 1870 1o be ready for the arrival of
the Rumee Margaret, During s carly tenure, Charles Brooke had

begun devising various schemes and projects w liven the cconomy
The Matang estates. modelled on Ceylon’s tea estates, set up
1807, were an experiment in planting tobiceo, coffee, and tea
busimess called
the Astana Farm on the Astana grounds (Plate 12). Tt supplied the
“European Officers and civilians - with pure fresh milk’, and pro-

foor expore. The Rajah then began a private dairy

vided the rown with bullocks for transportarion, and the Muslims
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Notice,

L i

Astana Farm Produgce,
Terms Monthly.

i § Vi
‘ \‘ 100 be supplied to custamers gt the following

Mill— por gqinet bottle . e 10 cents
Ttwer—per b . o i B0
Eggs—cach e v Ty
edovs, whichi - shanld be addvessed o the uidarsig
ed to withant deliy

o, e

4 BTEARLES,

12, An advertisement fon Astina Far prodce in the Saranad Gazene in
1906, (Satawak Museinn)

and Europeans with the occasional beef trom old or indisposed
cattle. A present=day renmnder of this Tirm contitgency 15 the
cattle’s watering spot. known as che Pangkalan Sapt, a jetty where
colourful ranhasg load or unload their fares at the Astina ground
The farm closed in 1925 without any impressive economic recond.
while another enterprise began with a modern dary production
machinery in Padungan. This was closed i 1948,

In 1874, & sprawling complex of one-storey brick buildings
replaced the wooden Court House behind Pangkalin Batu Siuated
opposite the Astari, the white colonmaded buildings with roofs of
belian (ironwood) shates housed an administrative body comprising
the court roon. the resident’s office, treasury. post office, shipping
office, audit oftice, and the governments printing press. Its inaug-
uration ceremony began with endless gun salutes front the fort and
the trading boaws in the river, and fire crackers i the Chinese
bazaar. It ended with the tune of the Sarawak National Anthem
(composed by Ranee Margaret in 1872) and more eclebratory din
from English guns and Chinese fireworks. The crowd thit gathered
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nctuded “trbaned Hajis diessed in long gowin of gaudy colon
Sepoys and Kling in Howing white garmere. the well dresed
pig-tailed celestial, and the unsophistc ated Dy
D it cloth) .. the whole formiti O interesting ascin-
Dlage” (Sarmak Gaserte, July 1574).

On weekdays, a daily ricual was held to begin the governiment
etre day, The Rajah would arrive in his sl blue sere qoat
O white trousers, with o buttonhole of honey suckle and @ white
“pnotnted seaft, Arthur Ward

k (innocent of dress

hehmet, and armed with his Tong, silve
wrote in Rajh's Servant (1966):

Belhin fim a Sergeant of the Samwak Rangers held aloft a consiclerably
dilpidited vellowy tnibretha, while  Malay retiiner, caning books and a
paper unibrelly i e of rain, broght up she rear. As the litdle procession
qented arms; the Resident -.made

vanced, goards rmed out and pr
bolt from his room o greet the Rajah at the porace .. aud the Head
Native Officers, the four Ditis, dresy up m line to have their hands
e, The Ragab then passed ot to his office, where he wis accessible 10

Ty person, mtive ar Enropean, whowished tosec bin

In concurrence with the modernization of the town, the wealth-
ter Hokkien and Teochew tonkay. (merchants) were prompted
1o renovate their shabby wooden shophauses on Main Bazaar
(Plate 13). Brick shophouses with roofs of belian shingles began to
appear; giving the Chinese townhip a scenic Took. especially when
viewed from the distance of the boats, and the Astana.

Ihe Order of the Day

The developiment of Sarawak, and the current events of Kuching
from 1870 onwards. were corded i no sparing detail i a monthly
government publication called the Saranak Gaserte (Plate 14). 1ts
B s in August 1870 anvounced that it was published “with a
hope that it nay both supply A want i the country. and be of ser-
vice to those i other places who ar interested in the prosperity of

Sarawiak and its dependencies’. It endeavoured to publish news of
Furope gleaned from papers received from the steamer mail.

European officers, yearning for news ffom their homeland saon
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SAT WAK GAZETTE,

4. The first issue of the Sanniak Guzene, Augzust 1870
(Sarawak Museum)
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found it bearing reports of Kuching and s districrs (Another alli-
wator caught by Malays above Sarawak [River]'). Tt carried shipping
notices, Supreme Council proceedings, coure cases, birth and death
annoumcements, and essays o @ wide number of subjects. Until
cite
carried the adnimistrative reports of officers working out of the

another official government gazette appeared i 1904, the G

town, solemnly prefaced with “Rajah. I have the honour to inform

Your Highness', and closing with *Sir. 1 have the honour to be your
obedient servant’. None the less, Vyner Brooke, on the Gazertes
1.000th run in 19

and interesting record of Sarawak history as tine marches on®

7, remarked that it ", will be the most accurate

In 4 modernizing town, old Subu royal prockinaton at the jet-
ties would have appeared archaic. One of the Gazates expediencics

was to carry the Rajah’s stipulations and edicts o renovating
the town. Sheds or houses of kajany walls were ordered 1o be torn
down, and haphazard structares dismanded. To 1871 Atp Strect
was transtormed into @ street with ‘neac plank houses, roofed
with belian, and built with some approach to regularity’ (Surnrak
Ciaserre. 1871). Large new markets sith concrete counters replaced
the atap sheds. The Barneo Company’s white-washed warchouses
were hailed s an example of neatess that gave a first bright
impression of the capital’s well-being. In its Noverber 1884 issue,
the Gusettee commented on the ungamly contrast of the dingy and
The

adoption of the Duteh and we believe, the Spantsh plan of com-

mouldy old shops with the newly built. A hint was noted:

pulsory whitewashing once a year would not in any wiy be a hard-
ship on the people”

The Main Buzaar's shophouses were construeted with the aim of
utilizing its limited lots to yield the maximum number of similar
premises. The twosstorey shophouses were shim e wideh. bue in
Tength they were about 30,5 mietres deep extending right into the
back Tane (providing amy
goods). They ended with o courtyard that was lit by skylights and
Al The more afftuent shapkeepers would add

storage for gunny sacks of grocery

fenced in by a high v
amother floor i later years, and decorate the frontal roofs and
walls with Chinese and Malay ornamentation and frescows. The
five-foot ways—kaki lima—that sheltered goods and people from

2
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the harsh clements of nature were mandatory features that seemed
to be an cimulation of the colonial shophiouses in Singapore and
Malaya. Visitors, hoping ta cateha glimpse of some Dayaks in full
pegalia, wou Ll instead find thenmelves winding through the clutter
of imported merchandise along these corridars. where sun-shading
draperics were Shung from pillar to pillar’. Imperious orders to
nclog the pavements. and remove: the stray dogs were issued
Besides. the shopkeepers had further clogged the pavements by
stacking firewoods that were used for cooking. These posed s
handy lethal weapons when the Teochew and Hokkien trade rival
sometimes joined by the Henghua fishermen sroup (see Chapter ),
awled through the night streets. These cln battles were reined in
the Rajah’s order to arrest and flog all parties, (In Kuching, as in
ingapore.
th contempt, and wicknumed the police constables Tua Kow' in
okkien and Teochew, ar "Anchin Besar” in Malay, meaning “Big

rly Chinese imgrants held governing authorities

og’.
Shops i side-lanes like China Street and Upper China Strect
nd.mg close o the missionary ground and ity cemetery) were
y licensed gambling and opium dens, and arrack shops. three
the biggest sources of revenue for the Brooke government. Like
a prophet of doom, the Rajah had expressed grave concern for the
oorer sector that was found hehind Main Bazaar, The sector was
erammed with an assortment of businesses and families. The
gjah’s fears were realized when  fine broke out on Carpenter
t one carly Sunday morning in January 1884, The fame
ped up more than 130 shophouses, and threatened to burn
the newer Main Bazaar shops. the Rajals swble
ourt House. Kuchings Great Fire, as iv was called, was finally put
as much by a timely downpour at dawn as by the rather chaoti
rt of the Malays, Europeans, and Chinese setting in motion all
te fire engines and warer buckets i town. The conflagration

and the

Quickened the town's sprucing up activities. In less than owo years,
became mandatory for shophouses to use bricks as building
terials. The entrepreneurial Ong Ewe Hai buile forty shop
on a new street named after himself. Ewe Hai Sueet jomns

penter Street at Bishopsgate. 4 side lane with 4 wooden gate
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through which the missionaries, and Tater, boarders from St Mary's
Sehool, used i their tips 1o the town and river.

s the early 19005, Kuchings populition grew to 200000
graced the town core, There was the

Towa

A varied style of architectur
formidable. well-armed Fort Margherit. vamed atter the Ranee.
built in 1879 on a strategie knoll of lind on the north bank. The
potentate of a Court House sat amongat the hazaus. The Square
Tower housitig 2 prison replaced the Pangkalm Batu fore. A rurrct-
like building—Round Tower— behind the Court House was built
as a dispensary. Beside it was o thiree=storey: building called the
Pavilion that served as the medical headguarters (Plate 15). The
wvle of the Pavilion was similar to some of the buildings found in
the southern states i America. An inipressive Sarawak Muscunt
wis built 4 short distatice southvof the town centre (see Chapter 0).

15, The Pavilion was built to hotise the medical headyuarters. (Darrell

Tsen)
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One could also tind a golf course, several social clubs, a race course
at Padungan, and four schools belongmg to the Anglican and Roman
Catholic missionaries. Three Chinese teniples, a Sikh temple, two
mosques, and two cathedrals reflected the multiple faths of the
neat township,

In 1881 the Reverend Father Aloysius Gossens and ewo other
priests came to Kuching to set up the Mill Hill Mission. They
dramned their ascene budget at the only expensive hotel i town,
probubly the Rajalys Arms. @ government attempt at hoseelry in
the 18708, The Ragah then pernmteed dhei to picch ther tents ana
spot south along Rock Road, where the Catholic Mission’s head-
quarters way erected. and where the St Joseph’s Cathedral, 1 convet,
and u chapel were granted some hectares of land. Visitors to
Kuching in this period had found a dearth of hotels in the thriving
town. Female guests were accommodated at the Astana; othicl
guests stayed at the Residency situated soutly of an open tield, the
). James Austin Wilder. the
Anierican visitor. found thar he was putting up at the dingy wooden

Central Padang (mow the Plaza Merde

Rest House, ‘where out-station officers stop when they cone
1’5 band of Filipine

down river to report’. In the Padang, the Raj
players from the Sarwak Rangers performed twice @ week at the
Garden Esplanade, a pavilion-like structure, Wilder was rudely

startled when the band—the Ragali’s pride—began its performance

with a resounding ‘crsh® ac precisely five o'clock in the afternoon

New rows of shophouses like those on Khoo Hung Yeang Strect
and Market Street appeared when Sangei Gartak was reclimed by
the carly 1880s. The tide-eroded river banks along the Main
Bazaa

and piled with befior trunks. Tn 1902, fresh mountam water from

v and market places were strengthened with retention walls

new reservoir at Matang came directly mito tie town via pipes that

ran the marathon along the beds of the Sarawak River at Satok
The Rance Margarct. who was said to have watched Kuchings
growth ‘from the verandah of the Astana’, recalled that the town at
the end of the century was so ‘neat and fresh and prosperous
that it reminded her
clean by a child’

o a box of painted toys kept scrupulously
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Praple and Progress

Siall groups of Hakkas returned o Kuehing to do tading in the
18805, albeit with @ damaged commercial credibility on twp of the
disparagement by the other dialect groups for their “coarse” farm-
ing background. Yet the government had mremendous admirinon
for the Hakkas® agricultural energies. In 1898, the Kapitan General
Ong Tiang Swee, son of Ong Ewe Haio was urged 1o sponsor a
hundred Hakka Chrisuans from: southern China to. Kuching
These were employed to plane padi on 4 60-hecrare land 4.8 kilo-

metres south on Penrissen Road leading to Serian district. The
project fizzled out, but the district grew into a thriving Hakka
table farming community. The Ragah then offered free lnds
ambier and pepper, with free passages on

v

specifically for planting
the government steamers, and tax-free export for the first six years, .
The Kuching torkay were urged to join the Bornea Company and
mpany in 1875, The
panding trade, and

to help establish the Sarawak Steamiship

increased steamship services cased Kuching’s e
facibitated the influx of more Chinese mto the country. The capital
all, as well as a distributing and adimmis-

way now the main port of
trative centre for immigrmt workers and sctlers i Sarawak. The
majority of Chinese, adherent to dialect group enterprises for the
convenience of communication and familiar cultural background,
chose to come as free intmigrants; or as coolies to Chinese traders
The Rajah permitted the Hokkien and Teochew toikay to handle
buying and selling the coolies off via the

the lucrative coolic trade
boats that arrived with the north-cast monsoon at the Main Bazaar
wharf. At the end of the century, Kuching had 4 community of
wealthy Hokkien and Teochew merchants with a proliferation of
trade networks in outlying districts, and strong economic links
Singapore aid Thailand’s Chinese commercial worlds.

The Nakhodas began to assimilate with the Malay élite popula
tion as the Rajah increasingly encouraged businesses to be done on

a large scale. The only foreign competition that the Chinese faced.
and vice versa, was the Borneo Company with their similar trading,
shipping. and mining ventures. The bustling atmosphere of Market
Street and Gambier Road marked the success of the gambier and
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3 James Brooke. the Fise Rajah. (Sarawak Museu)
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pepper trides. Tn 1899 the government imported 380 Indian

labourers, hoth male and femal

m India to case the shortage of
labour. They were given three-year contructs to work m the
Rajahs Matang estates, and for the Public Works Department
road construction and engincering projects,

Chinese associations. formed as early ay the 18508 1o organize
trade and maintain temples, operated their Chinese schools it
a desultory manner. Due to this, wealthy families sent their
children to China or Singapore for Chinese education, or engage
private tutors from Chim to coach their children. The Rajah
encouraged Chinese education (in dialects), for he believed that
Astan students did not need 4 Western: education which would
tend to stufl them *with a Tot of subjects that they do not require
to know' (Brooke, 1866). In 1912, the Hokkien Association.
under the degis of the Rajah. opened the Hokkien Free School. Tn
1916 the Teochew Association started the Min Tek School.
However, the presence of the missionary schaols for boarding and

day students greatly nfluenced the literacy-conscious Chinese with

their regimented English schooling system. St Thomas s par
tieularly popular for its atmosphere of an English public school,
and was said to be thought highly of by the government, especially
in ensuring employment for its graduates. (This conception bred
deep rivalry betw

1 St Thomas and St Joseph which lasted ull the
end of the colonial era) The predommant students of both schools
were the Christian Hakkas, and those from the domimant Hokkien
population. Together with the Malay élite and Dayak students,
they were to fill the expanding governnient posts as elerks. hoys
(peons), typists, and teachers. This was in the 1930s. The Malay
schools in Kampong Gersik and Kampong Jawa, and the Govern
ment Lay School started by the Rajah in 1902, trained the Malays
for clerical positions in the government service. The latter two
were merged in 1931 and renamed the Maderasah Melayu (Malay
College) in Kampong Jawa, with a curricular emphasis on the
Malay language and the Tslamic religion. The Malay lite

 however,
were invariably educated at one of the wiissionary schoo

. while
the poorer ones often dimed at attending one too instead of the
neighbourhood schools.
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Work and Celebration

The

venue for entertainment. For mstance, the firing of a gun an-

awak River remamed @ major commuting route and a

nowncing 4 steamer from Singapore would draw a lirge crowd 1o
the wharf, Unal the Satok Suspension Bridge was completed i
1926 (see Chapter 6), the north and south bunks were ot linked
(Colour Plate 13). The river was still infested with those “mischie-
vous alligators’s some of which were 5 metres long, In 1878, the

Sanvak Gazerre reported that of the 266 crocodiles caught during
the year, 153 were from Sarawak River. The Rajah as the supreme
ruler s said to have sentenced such murderers” to death.

At the New Year’s Day Regatta the whole populanon would
thrang the embankment as boat owners competed for trophies . A
great variety of racing boats belonging to the rokay. the dar, and
the European officers, displayed their owners” afffuence. Puninve
expeditions against the insubordinate Dayaks and the Orang Ulu
were being gradually replaced with “peace making ceremonies ity
the 18905, The river now reverberated with the bartle din of the
Regatta, which was elaimed to be a sport thar the Englishimen took
with them everywhere they went. Kuchings Race Wk, lield in
August. was another town event initiated in 18910 It is said to have
been influenced by the Rajah’s love for riding, and inspired by his

Derbyshire county ofticers. All officers swuoned elsewhere other

than the town were obliged to gather in the capital for the special
event, Sports events, fund-rising: pony and horse racing, luncheons,

dinmer balls, and drinking parties were hield to encourage the

iingling of peaple’. Two days were devoted to races—with ponics
from North Borneo (Sabal), and horses from Auseralia. For the
highlight, the whole populace “swarmed out on foot” to the Race

Course at Padungan. There was participation from all. It was like

gering every “Astatie nanonality . all gay and carefree—out tor 2
holiday” (Archer. 1948).

The arrival of the Indian labourers miade possible the paving
of more roads that extended right mto the suburbs, where the
Europeans lived in houses with gardens and English names, and the
prosperous. Chinese in their mansions. The roads were surfaced

Sh]
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smelted anamony from the

with anomiony slags—renmants o
mines—or with coastal shingles. These withstood  the heavy
ramfulls, and the geading of bullock carts, handearts with iron
wheels, and European horses and gharries (Plate 16), The vehicles
to mark Kuehings progress were the Shanghai rickshaws imported
These were orgmully called the ‘jinrick-

trom Singapore in [895
sha® m Japanese—culled from the Chinese word jen-li-che nieaning
‘man=powered vehiele’, The roads were filled with coolies (mostly
from the Henghua and Hockehia groups) tramsporting at top speed
their prosperous fiivkay,  European officers, housewives, and
servanits with cheir market loads. Accidents were frequent s
Kuching’ roads traversed knofls and valleys, and passengers were
reportedly tipped out of the post-haste vehicle. At one time, no less
than 300 rickshaws lined the busy sereers and junctions, The rich
would own 4 privace rickshaw comiplete witli 4 *chantfeur’, and. 'if
one was very corpulent . ane had both a puller and o pusher!
John Archer, i Brooke officer, reminisced in 1948 that they were
‘nice to rde about’, better than the jeep (diat was 1o come

). and

h and his afticens as well as by the

itk Museun)

16, Gharries were ased by the Ry

it around Kuching town, |
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were “altogether an asset and a delight’. 1t appeared like an idyllic
time swhen “rickshas thread their way noiselessly through the an-
imated street, while creaking bullock carts ponderously hold the
roud” (Ward, 1966).




1
A Little Model Metropolis

Kuching [in 1899] lias iy open spaces, public gardens wath
bright Howers and well'kept fows sie] it s a hiede model

metropols of 1 model state

(Arthur 13, Ward. Rapah's Serranr, 1966)

CAPIAIN Sir Henry Keppel who had visited Kuching i 1867
could hardly recognize the town when he made his last trip to the
Far Fast i 1900, At 1 banquer in his honour at the Astana he apo-
logized for not dressing tormally (in his “medalled” uniforn, for he
Tad imagined that Kuching was still in the jungle, Vast changes had
taken plhice in the thirey vears since Tis last visit. The pace of
progress gathered momentum from the carly 19005, Rubber sceds
(Hr

become the tree of prosperity, while the price of gambier dropped

ca braziliensis). introduced in Kuching in the 1880y, had

with the advent of synthetic dyes. A “rush” for rubber began when
the soil around Kuching was found to be maost stntable for planting
rubber. More Chinese from Singapore and China, Malays from
Brunei and other districts and Indonesia, [bans from the Second
and Third Divisions, and some Japanese migrated o the Firs

Division to work m the rubber “garden”. or to own one. Javanese

labourers were for the first time contricted 0 work on the
Government and the Borneo Company’s rubber estates.

T'he high revenues and low expenses of the outlying districts had
created huge balices by the e 18905, Kuching treastiry reported
solvent figures of 1.7 million dollars in 1917, and 344 million in
1923, The Fire World War did not affect Kuching adversely
Conversely, @ greater denumd for rubber during the war led o
another rubber boom in the region in the 19205 The 1929 stock
market crash, however, lalted all rubber industries, The G

at
Depression of the 19305 was felt m Kuching and districes around,
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where cash crops had been staked for rubber. Nevertheless. the
Chartered Bank, and three Chinese-owned banks were opened i
the same period chietly for mading purposes i Kuching,

In 1911, the Chinese e Kuching celebrated the success of
Clhina’s Revolution with the ubiquitous firecrackers, While older
mien hung on o their queues for years, the better=informed gen
eration relinquished theirs with alacrity. The Il of the Manchus
wave the Tamil barbers in Kuching an unprecedented “trimming’
husiness affer the “more crude removal of the o [pigtail| had

been performed’. Shops were permitted to put up their shucters,
and *flags of vartous colors L owere fying from upper windows,

while there was a kind of suppressed excitement in the air.

g,
the impression that this way not an ordinary festival occasion”
(Santake Gazette. November 1911). In 1912, the establishment of a
Chinese court. that convened in a new Chinese Court buildiy

the river bank opposite the Tua Pek Kong temple, marked the

rapport between the Brooke wovernment and the increasing Chinese

population (Colour Plie 19, Kapitan General Ong Tiang Swee
was the spokesperson for all die didect groups. which were each
represented by their own Kapitan (Place 17). The leaders sat with

17. O
Suprerme Council members. (Sarawak Museum) :

Tiang Swee, the Kapitan General of K uching wich othes
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the vatve officers on the Supreme Council, one of the powerful
governing bodies of the Brooke government. Between 1910 and
19300 thousaids of Chinese had serded i Kouching, The Indun
population saw considerable increase of Tumil Hindus, mcluding
prafessionals. like doctors. teachers, and clerks. The Tamils and
Sikhs found it expedient w attend the missionary schools. The
mote conservative Indian Muslin merchants set up their own
schools, and tught religious subjects it Arabic

From Bullock Carts 1o Raifiays

Telecommunications first arrived with the introduction of the

telephone i 1906 followed by the telegraph ten years later. T

October 1916, test messages from the new wir

ess staton ar Rock
Rond were sent to Singapore and Penang, (I the following May, it
promptly relayed the tews of the Second Rajab’s death in
Englind.) The Kuching government soon tuned in to the radio
for news updates of the war. The pragmatic Second Rajali siw
the need for Kuching to be ahead with new technologies. He

18, The Sarawak Government Railway ran for 16 Kilometres soutl of

Kuching and was closed in 1933, (Sarawak Museani)
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planned a 38-kilometre rilway service for Kuching m 1906, The
Sarawak Government Railway began running in 1915 but only up
to 16 kilometres and with five stations (Plate 18). 1t consisted of

agony, five covered

seven passenger coaches, five apen freight w.
wagons, and twa break vans, with three locomotives named Bulan,
Bintang, and Jean, The ralway ran panallel to the old Rock Road
starting from its terminus near the Masjid Besar down to a bazaar

Serian, with the simple aim of freighting crops and passengers. For
A time it was also used to convey fresh milk from the new dairy
farm i an ice-clled train car into Kuching, Tt onee ran an evening
service for towntolks to return before nightfall after visiting their
farms, and for rural folks to get home before midmght. The railway
service was closed in 1933 as it incurred 4 loss of more than a

million dollars. The train fare was expensive compared to the up
and conting bus services that stopped at more stations, or even it

any spot in the suburb that the passengers might wish to alight
(Plate 19)
In Kuchings unique governing system devised by the Second

19, Bus transport in the 19008, (Sarawak Museuim)
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Rajalt, the Third Rajah ruled n wndem wich hus brother, Tuan
Muida Bertram Brooke, who “held the fort” m his brother’s

during the summer months. I the peaceful decades of this cra,

absence

however, the fores in Kuching had m custody the dried skalls
confiscated from the Dayak longhouses. The Third Rajah’s era saw
the only major building. the General Post Office. famed for ity
Corinthian columns and archways, betng constructed i 1931 on
the site of the Rajahs stables. The Charles Brooke Memorial, a
granite structure that was located in front of the Court House, was
erected in 1924 through special funds rised by the public (the
Balance of the funds went into forming a Leper’s Settdement at the
13th Mile named after the Second Rajah).

In 1907 the Borneo Company manager. . M. Bryan, was the

tirst person i town to own a motor car. ‘This 10=12 hp Covenrry
Humber was 4 sensation i Kuching. Following closely was the
first miotor eycle that the then Rajah Muda Vyner rode mieo town,

mueh to the abhorrence of the old Rajah, The prosperous Malay
dani were amonig the firse people to owin motor cars, The rick-
i and

Hockehin people. like their counterparts in the Malayan stites.

shaws began to phase out i the motoring age. The He

progressed  from ‘kan-chi—lierally “pulling  the vehicle' in

Hokkien—to the car tyre and bicyele businesses. They also
mastered driving skills and operated taxis. The rickshaws renined
il town facility, with some surviving well into the 19508
(Plate 20).

In 1870 Marianne North, 4 visiting American artist remarked

that Kuching looked magical from the Astana in the evening. The
town glittered with street lights from oil lanps in the piech dark, n
1906, the iron posts of the tew street lights onwhich gas lanps
were mounted clicited much pride from the people. The new
lighting system had made s metropolis of the kampong town. The
only hiteh was that the lights went out easily “becanse the Swodish

producers of the incandeseent perroleunt s had not counted on

the vagaries of Kuching weather', The people in Kuching were

nevertheless pleased: now they “could lift their heads high', and no

ded to suffer “the taws of the people of Smgapore who

longer e
had had street-lighting for thirty vears” (Payne, 1966). Electric street

bl
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2

20 A rickshaw that survived futo the 19308 iy Kaching. (Sarw
Museunm,

lighting followed i 1923, another twenty vears after Singapore
first started using it

Famous bue Unknown

Sir James Brooke was a legend in Singapore’s mercantile world
for making Borneos coasts safe for trade. complementing his idol
Sir Stantford Ruffles” eradication of piracy m the Strairs Sertlements.

The Singapore Free Press ld reported the progress of Sarawak under

its First Rajah. Nacuralists, anthropologists, and archacologises had
explored and published books and essays on its primeval jungle and
its Da

ak people. The well-known naturalist and co-author of the
Darwinian theory, Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913), wrote part r

of his papers in Saneubong while visiting Kuching between 1854

and 1836, During Charles Brooke's reign. Kuching was a booming
capital town that imported coolics from Singapore, China, and
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Inddia, with 4 weekly steimer servicing between Singapore and
¢ estates was exported to

Kuching. Tohaceo from the Ragh’s Matas
Englud, and Marang tea and coffee were drunk in the burapean
sacial cireles of Penang in the kate nineteenth century

s, Kuching remamed reladvely unkiown in

Yet. hevond its shor
the late 18905 Wilder first vistted Johor Bahru in 1896, and found
* . nobody knows anything about Borneo here, The ignor

that
Hornaday had expressed similas

ance is awlul’ Eachier in 187
sentiments. 4 had Ward in 1899, Colonial observers alleged that
the Singupore Free Press did not bother 1o send reporters to Kuching,

while the capital seemed unwelcoming as reflected in s -

equate accommodation facilities

With the dawn of the 19205, the world becie wware of the old
capital of Sarawak. In 1922 Sarawak (indicating Kuching) was said
1o be kg a striking show at the British Limpire Exhibition in
Wermbley. London. Among the shows of forestry (wood and par-
feulure, and native ares and crafis, was “an array of can-
Jalis ac one we or another,

quet), g
non captured from pirates by former r.
and judging by the appearance of the firearms, the pirates muse
have obuimed them cither by tur or foul means from the European
adventurers e the old days” (Sarneak Guzene, May 1922), Ta the
was represented by miniatures of the

1924 Exhibition. Kuchn
“Astana Tower™ and the "Colonnade’ (Court House). The world was
reminded once again that Borneo was a land of headhunters when

Singapore males were rumoured o be averse o marrying Kuching
wirks for fear that they mighe have Davak *blood, nd hence the base
instinet to take heads, perhaps doing it in dhe middle of the night
I 1920, Joseph Conmad wrote w0 the Rance Margaret in
England. confiding in her that his novel Lond finn was “inspired in
i easure by the history of the fint Rajahs enterprise. . Even
cwas taken from tat

ur
the very nanie of the messenger | Japar|
source” (Pavne, 1966} (Japar was the shive who brought the ring
that James Brooke gave Badrudding with the tragic news of
the murder of Badruddin and Muda Hassim i Bronei in 1846
Somerset Maugham visited Kucling and other districes in 1921,
and wrote his fimous collection of Borneo short stories. In the
19305, the Ranee Sylvia toured Ewrope and America and lived a
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high society life with her two younger daughters, whom the fash
jonable afternoon newspapers had hotioured with  the title
‘princesses’. Ragjah Vyner had frowned on this in his own words,
have all that *high falutting’. The Third Rajah was an

he wauld nor
excruciatingly shy man who hated publivity, while Sylvia

exploited
to the utmost her exotic role as the “Ranee of Sarawak™" (Reece,
1993). Following Sylvia and her daughters’ dabbling in films, a
team of Hollywood producers flew into town in their seaplanes in
1932 to consider making a movie of Kuching with Errol Flynn
Playing the role of Rajah James Brooke,

By the 1910s, movies had hecome popular among the people in
“arpenter

Kuching. One silent-movie cinema operated in a stuffy
Strect shop premise. where the female audience were stricely seated
away at the balcony on the upper floor. Another cinema at Khoo
Hung Yeang Street was called the Globe Theatre, Vyner Brooke
built the Sylvia in 1934, which showed the latest Western films,
The Ranee Sylvia said it was “the finest cinenuin the East, and
even in Singapore they are forced to admic v s superior”. In the
Malay kampongs. the gomlang Aelage was an-old popular socio
cultural entertinment. The evening activides included feasting
and dancing. Young gendang giels” recited pantuns (poetry) acconi-
panied by the mesmerizing beats of therr deums, while voung mei

proved their equal with wity repartees. The Third Rajaly was known
to have held gendang compentions at the Astana. Inthe cinemas,

Bangsawan troupes with [ndonesian, Malayan, and Singapore

artistes made regular live appearances, attracting the whole: cos-

mopolitan population,

A Centenary T

Kuchings bazaar was 4 gravitating centre of both the pressing daily
lives of work and businesses. and the social mght life of food and
entertainment. By the late 19205 it had become a full-Hedged
Chinese area. I 1919, the Saravak Gazerre had reported on the
overcrowding of businesses in the town core: yer new shops con-

tinted to emerge. The housing accommodation was ‘nothing short

ere wails and strays” i the bazaar,

of disgraceful’. In 1924 there v
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and vagrints were leeping and hegging in the streers. Meanwlhile

some two hundred shops were opered at Padungan distric, The
A wits st becoming a new centre of com-

post-sago mdustrial ar
merctal activities commensurate with those of the old town. The
old bazaars. relieved of congestion. were characterized by their
aditional variety of trades. and by the government offices and
official activities. The Main Baziar maintained its major commer-
cil activities run by HokKien and Chao A entrepreneurs. Both
ka

Carpenter and Upper China Streets were concentrated with Hak
and Cantonese artisan trades. India Street thrived with textile shops
of Indian and European goods, General mading in Khoo Hung
red light

' to the reputation of heing the

Yeang Street soon gave w
district” housing Japanese brothels with women from Japan o
Singapare. Gambicr Road of the post-gambier cconomy became a
centre of Teochew grocery, rubber. and market tades.

The air services developed after the capital saw its firse seaplanes
in 1924, The HMS Pegasns. enroute from: Singapore to Miri,
deployed three seaplanes to Kuching on the day the Charles Brooke

Memorial at the Court House was being unveiled m a solenm
ceremony. The seaplanes flew over the town for a brief show of “air
ballet” and landed on the river i front of the Main Bazaar, The
Royal Air Force made subsequent visits to Kuching, landing ac the
waters off Pending Whart, about 1.6 kilometres east of the town
In 1934 the | September issue of the Singapore Tree Press was senc
by airmail to Kuching on the same day that it was published. This
wssue carried an announcement on the event. By 1937, Kuching
had an airfield buile ac 7th Mile; it was 650 metres long and
ars later it was quickly destroyed in the

70 metres wide. Four y
face of imminent advances of the Japanese army

In 1941, with the sound of war m the air, food defences were
buile up, especially the storage of padi. Girls of marriageable age
were matched off. and young men married carly to shun conserip=
ton, The first detachment of the Indian Purjabi Battalion arrived
in April i the new Batu Linting barracks 5 kilometres south of
. now a century old, had hitherta celebrated its

the town. Kuching
‘national” day on 24 Seprember with great fanfare and holidays. A
significant event in this jubilant centenary celebration, however,
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wan the proclamation of the jiew Constitsition by the Third Rajih.
by which more self-government was granted 1o the Sarawak
people. The Rajali was 10 fonger the absolute ruler

The war arrived on 19 December 1941, and Kuching consed

being the capital of an independent sovercign stite
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The mbabitanes may be diwaded o three different clisses, viz. the
Malays, the Chinese, and the Dyaks; of the two former lide need

besad, as they aresowell known

(Janes Brooke's Journal, 1841)

[N thie 18A0S 1t was not nrcammon to find Dayak sarriors, garbed

in cloth. and “bristling with swords

only 10 bright red or white
and spears. with tigers” teeth inserted in the upper part of their
cars, and huge black and white hornbill feathers rising from their
heady”, strolling the streets of Kuching (Payne, 1966). James Brooke
had “insisted” on the presence of Dayaks in the town, the early
Baliu communy in the bazaar being an example. His Govertiment
House was always filled with native officers consulting with him, and

with Ihan and Tand Dayaks quictly nuking petitions o seckin
the Rogah’s advice. The Second Rajali did not favour the Dayaks
dwelling i town. In the November 1902 issue, a column in the
Sarnwak Gazerte limented that the Dayaks lving in the Kuching

vicinity, hanging around the govermment offices and European
houses, seemed to have lost the pride they and their ancestors once
possessed. Despite this gloomy view, Thans from the Second and
Third Divisions continued to innnigrate to Kuehing in the early
19005 when the rubber economy was at its peak. These Thins
influenced the Kuching [hans to a grear extent. In the 1930k, the
urban Ibans formed co-operatives, and, as the Chnese and the
Nakodas had done, owned boats and traded goods with river
settlements. Despite Charles Brooke’ arduous attempt at keeping

them from the ‘corruption of Weseern civilization, and the Third

nce for Malay civil services, many Thans weré gradu-

Ragah's prefe
ating, from missionary schools in the 19305, Their berjalai tradition
had evalved into leaving their homes for overseas education or
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They were employed mainly i mil-

urban working experiences.
forces, outsstation” government posts, and i the Sarawak
ferred to dwell in the suburb,

iy
Museurn. The Land Dayaks had p
and only took up occasional work in towr. The 1950 saw a grad-

ual mflos
was encouraged by the colonial government.

of different groups of Dayak into Kuching, a move that

e Chinese
Harriette McDougall noticed that Kuching's Chinese ‘were not all
The
Kuching Chinese communities comprised at least three major and
three minor dialect groups, each with its sub-dialect division. An
illustranon can be-drawn from the anecdote of the Second Rajah

of the same tribe, and could not understand one another

riding mto the country one morning when he came upon a
Chinese woman breaking the ground in her vegetable garden. On
returning later he found thar the garden had been meticulously laid
out. Upon being told thar the woman was a Sin-ann Hakka, the
Rajah was keen to send for more of the same people, particularly
the men, whom he thought would double the women in diligence
and strength, Little did the Rajah realize that among the Sin-ann
the working force in the fields while

Hakka, the women wer
their men were largely “homemakers’. (The migrant Hakkas never
had the feet-binding mradition.) Charles Brooke did pass through
“Chinese gardens spreading over nany hundreds of acres”, and had
marvelled a the farmers’ ‘wonderful knack of making the most of
abit of ground’, He was. however, uninipressed at their sloppy jobs

remely

in building houses where their eyes seemed o be
crooked’ (C. Brooke, 1866).

The Chinese in Nanyang came from the southern Chinese
provinces of Fujian, Guangdong, Guangi. and Hainan Island. A
small number came from central China like Jiangsi, Hupeh, or
Shanghai. Many like Ong Ewe Hai had left Singapore to trade or
extend families (Plate 21). Each group came with their own
culture, customs, dialecrs, and their particular trade. They had
to adapt to living together among themselves as well as amonyg
other matonalities, more so in Sarawak’s multi-racial population
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o

Ong Ewe Ha, one of the carhiest Hokkien
entrepreneus fram Singapore who established his
business in Kuching, (Sarawak Museun)

o
)
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The Hokkiens origimated trom Fujian, particularly from Quangzhou
and Amoy. the seaports famous for therr dyoanie mariime
merchants who had waded overseas since the cighth century.
(The Hokkiens of Singapore were Raffles” respectable Amoy
merchanes™) The Teochews came from the Swatow seapart in
Zhozhou district in south-vast Guangdong. They speak 1 dialeer
akin o the Hokkien, but has o hltng and lyrical monation
Kuchings Hokkien dialect has a discernible “Kuching accent’.
probably attributable to infuences from the local polyglor popula-
tion. The Hokkien sub-group, Chao Ann. from Chao Ann district
close to the Zhaozhou border. speak their Hokkien with the Tlung
“Teochew intonation. A contemporary of Ong Ewe Hai and Lau
Kian Huat, and perhaps even more successful and wealthy, was o
Chao Ann man named Chan Koh, He armved in o Chimese sale
merchant’s junk in the 18308 and went to Buau to work as 4 labourer

His rags-to-riches story began when he found traces of gold i his
carden soil, Henceforth, Hakka goldininers in Bau were known to
have pledged to their deities that should they find gold they would
give Chan Koh a share. It was through various small trades
that Chan established the well-known Chin Ann Company. He
brought more Chao Ann people mro Kuching and formed the
Clao Ann Assocnanon,

Tlakka” in Cantonese, and *Kheh™ in Hokkien (from “Ke-Jia" in
Mandarin), both refer to the "guest people’. They were originally

northern Chinese who had migrated centuries ago into all parts

of China, and dwelt as “guests’ to the locals. The Hakl
Nanyang came mainly from the hilly northern Guangdong arcas
‘Cantonese” is a0 Western term for the Guangzhou people from
the Pearl Delta region of Guangdong, The carly Hainanese (or
Flylam) from Hainan were chiefly cooks or houseboys to European
alized in European cold-storage supplics

officers. and later spe
wd coffec shop trade. The Henghua fishermen and Hockehia
rickshaw pullers came from the rural hinterlaind of Fuzhou (the
capttal of Fujian provinee). The Foochows tfrom urban Fuzhou

came to Kuching i the late [880s (as distiner trom those who
came to Sibuoin 1901, They were mainly barbers, coftee shop

owners, and contractors, Being 4 more aggressive group, the
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22, A hawker with a Chinese government clerk. {Sarawak Musewm)
Foochows were to dominate other trades when more of them
mmmigrated to Kuching after the 19405

Before the 19505, Chinese clannish antagonism had discouraged
intermarriages among the didlect groups. The wealtly rokay

would go to Singapore or China to find 4 compaable wife with

similar dialect and family background, &5 Ong Tiang Swee had

done, Before 1900, only 4 few clderly women with bound feet
were seen i public in Kuching. Harriete McDougall wrote that
Sing Sing, the Mission's Chinese interpreter, ‘put his wife into a
large chest with air-holes at the top, and brought her safely from
China”. Besides, with Chinese preference for males, baby gitls were
given to the Malays who broughe chem up as fair niadens

The mssionary-cducated Kuching-born Chinese emerged in
the 19305 as a new generation that spoke Hokkien and English
Rather than going into tades, these ook ap all levels of govern-
ment service and clerical positions in- the Borneo Company

(Plate 22). These *Sarawak Chinese” were equivalent o the Straits-
born Chinese: who sdendfied themselves as Peranakan (though
withour ntermarriage with Malays as in the true Peranakan)
(Lockard, 1987). Contemporancous to the Straits-born Chinese
women of non-Peranakan descent, Kuching-horn Chinese women,
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fron rich business families and who were English educated, started
to wear the Malay sarong and kebaya, They were grected as nonya.
and were regarded as babd or Peranakan acculturated. These
Sarawak Chinese were westernized o 4 certain degree through
wastern education and. apart from speaking Hokkien, were vaguely
acquainted with Chinese culture (unlike the Chinese educated, or
the bilingual). Many post-colonial Sarawak Chinese have used only
forks and spoons from their grandparerits” days (Third Rajah era).
Many are only learming to use the chopsticks and Mandarin as o
result of being exposed to the business world,

Le Malays

Sarawik has its version of 4 popular legend about the origin of
the Malay élite in Borneo, The Datu Merpati, i Javanese prince,
married the Dato Pernaisuri, eldest daughter of Raja Jarom of
Johore from the royal house of Minangkabau, They settled near
Suntubong, Their son, Merpati Jepang, married Dayang Murdiah.
daughiter of the Santubong chief, and they moved to live i Lidah
Tanah. The Kuching dati had claimed lineage from Merpau
In general, the Sarawak Malays in Kuching
are anintegration of 4 number of races in the region—Nakhodas
(with Minangkabau origing), Sunutrans, Javanese, Bugis, Arab

Jepang’ regal gencalogy:

Sharifs, Branei Pengirans, Tndian Muslins. the local Melanau, Land
Dayak, Kedayan tribes, and the Chinese through adoption. (Like
the Dayak’ berjalai, the Minangkabaus have their merantan or

‘wandering” tradinon—vyoung men leaving the villages in Sumatra,

and sojourning clsewhere, sometimes never to return.)

At the pinnacle of the early Malay élite class were the Datu
Patinggi (Supreme Chief), the Data Bandar (Port Chief), and the
Datu Temenggong (€
the native officer throughout the Brooke eras had remained with
the family and descendants of Datu Patinggi Ali (who died in

1844). The dan’s hegemony in the government services dimin-

ished towards the post-colonial period. Present-day Kuching Malays

of aristocratie lineage retain cheir tides in namie as signs of respect
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vathier than clss. The datds male descendanes are nanied “Abang’,
and the females Dayang’. The *Bangsa Pengitan’ marks the kin
of former Brunei Pengivans (like the surviving families of
Muda Hassim brought into Kuching by James Brooke) but s not
frequently used. Those of Arab ancestry claiming descent from the
Prophet Mohammad are called Sharif. and Tuanku (My Master),
and Wan af it is before marriage. The fenales are named Sharifas,
who i e past never married 4 norn-Shant.

A Minangkabau immigrant group that the dam highly respected
and permitted to marry into the peihangan class consisted of the
arly prestigious

wealthy and intellecrual religious teachers. The
Minangkabau immmgrants had maintained  their status with their
Sumatran style of dress and speech, and kept to their Kampong
Gersik. The characteristic warmeh of the Malays in Kuching. with
the unanibigwous authority of the dam, and the stable Brooke

government, was gradually passed on o these immigranes, Ther
assimilation into the Malay community brought abour a distin-
guished class of civil servangs, religious teachers, and leaders. “Two
notable reachers were Encik Ahmad Shawal Abdul 1lamid. and
Encik Abu Bakar, The latter was to become the Ranee Margs
Malay language teacher

The dat, the religious teachers, and a small number of Peranakin

ret's

Jawi—civil servants and teachers of Indian Muslim and Maky

mixed descent brought in by James Brooke from Penang and
4 L

formed the upper echelon of the carly Malay socicty:

The Boyanese ooy, Javanese contract labourers, local Malay
peasants, fishermen, and freed daves from the Clite households in
1886 constituted the large sector of the “unlettered’ O Pereman,
or Free Citizens. The dane of the Brooke era lived an alinost
Luropean lifestyle in Kampong Dat (Plite 23). They had large
houses with stables of ponies and carriages, and later motor cars.
They owned horses that raced at ace Week. and boats that
competed at the Regatta. The aristocratie Malay women were
veiled front gazes with the *Sarawak veil’, an extension of the

sarong that wraps around the head (almost like o san) (Plate 24).
Women of the pe

o elass were distinguished by their mandatory
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24, The Ramee Margaret wearing the Malay costure with Malay
aristocratic ladies. (Sarawak Museuin)

38



U IO RN COMMUNTT TS

unvetled head and bare feet. When these non-élite people walked
past the dan’s houses they had to Tower thewr umbrellas, even i no
one was dar hiome to aceept the expression of respect.

The 1920 saw the emergence of the Omang Kesmi (clerks). This
was an English-educated Malay ‘middle cliss” who spoke English,
it with forks and spoons whien in public. The new group had
Joped from the lower echelon aristocrats and the increasing

dev
number of Oragg Perenran. They nuade up the Malay civil service

group with much prestuge attached and given apportunities to
wealth and security similar to those of the vamshed Nakhodas

The Indrans

I'he Brooke regime had regarded the Malay native officers as ‘gen
temen who should not soil their hands at tmde’. The Chinese
formed the econontic backbone, while the Ihans excelled militarily
with their traditional prowess atsurvival in e harsh jungles, It was
the small Indian community thae was altmately o make up the

third ¢
the region were a large transient group of nien who led 1 frogal
ver they setdded to trade. The Maplah Muslim

oup of Kuchingh pioncers, Before the 19405 the lndias in

peacetul life wher
traders were able to mregrate freely with the Malays through
cohesive religion, and a4 familiar Hindo base n the Malay cultural
and social lite (Plate 23). Most Tndian imen went home o et

married. then sojourned singly. and visited then families every
few years. Only a small percentage of Chinese immigrants realized
cherr dream of retiring i China. but most Indians achieved their

goal of returning to five in India. This was one of the reasons the
Indins remained & minority group in any settement, widh no
exception in Kuching,

In the 18605, the Sepoys. connisting of Punjabi Sikhs and Bengali
Hindus, were the firse Northern Indians to come to Kuching. The
Sikhs were reputed for enforcing law and order, and were sub-
sequently the Brooke officers’ fivourite recruits from ludia or
Singapore. This minority Indian group was disunctive o their
stalwart appearance, for which they were ofien engaged. at retire
or sceurity goards in banks. godowns, Borneo

ment, as jag
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Two Indian Moplah merchants, Mastan and K. Medin, and @ Malay,
Abdullahy, with the Clinese Teachew towkay, Lan Kian Huat
(Sarawak Museum)

Company stores, and cinemas. Being versatile and pragmatic, they
soon branched out o diverse businesses, and were renowned for

their real estate and money-lending enterprises. The young

T geri-
erations formed a part of the Kuching mission=school students
wha, since the 19305, have graduated into more professional fields

In the 1860s. southern Indian Tannl Hindus immigrated freely
into Kuching where they were employed by Enropeans to work on
their new estates and plantations, and in their houscholds and
gardens. The larger group of Tamil labourers imported under gov-
ernment contract in the 1890s were from Madras, Sri Lanka, and
Kerala, When the Matang estates closed in 1912, many had opeed
to go back to India. Some of these later applied to the Rajah to
reeurn as they nussed their ‘home” in Kuching, The Tamil labourers
in the construction fields were the Indian pioneers who built

Kuching infrastructure, especially in laving roads like the Penrissen,
the 7th Mile Airport Road. the railway tracks, and worked mw the
major building and engineering projects in town.

Much like all Indian: communitics in the region, the varlous
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groups of the early Tndians in Kuching maintined their own

idenairy i food. culture, customs, festivities, and especially in their
religions and Lnguages. Among the Englis-speaking Indian pro-

a prominent Tannl, K. V. Krishna, who, in the 1920,

fessionals wa

led the Idian groups in a social awareness movement o improve

the image of the Kuching Indun conmumties. This was similar to

the ade of Malay and Chinese ethnic consciousness in the same
period. The Indian Assocration was formed in 1938 to co-ordingte
bt Kuching
with ther multi-faceted cultres,

the vamous groups S Indians remain @ minority group

Although post=colonial development brought a wreater diver-

sification of races and other Malaysians o Kuching, 1t is sull 4

predominandy Chinese and Malay town. The small number of

Eurasians, that is. those with a European father and a1 Chingse or
Dayak mother, were affiliated to cither the Chinese or the Dayik
Early Japanese sojourners and rubber planters in the

comnunity
pre-oceupation years were deported along with the retining

Japanese soldiers after the liberation
The carly residential patcern of Chinese, Malay, and Indian
“kampongs” i the town seensed o give old Kuching an element of

population segregation. Yet the people have had a loug history of

close-knit cohabitation. Besides mjor annual events, ceremonies

or government functions, cach race has had anterest i the other’s
cultural festivities and way of life. People of all races would curi-
ously pack performances such as the temple wayang (opera), Malay
awan, and Chinese or lidian wemple processions. The cineimas

hang
and the Chinese coffee shops too were popular haunts for all races

and ereeds. who seemed o be familiar with. and enjoved, rather

than patronized. movies pertaining to the various Linguage, racial.
ated a peaple whose

and cthnic groups. This cohesiveness e
somewhat metropolitan image has been a source of their pride and
sophistication. Following the colonial period, the wereased popu-
lation spread out into new residential estates thar saw o randon
admixture of people, The present city’s two municipal counils are
Each has jurisdic-

led by a Malay and i Chinese mayor respectively
rotheir respective districes as well as the Tirger suburban

ton oy

arcas with Malay, Chiniese, Dayak. or Indian neighbourhoods
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6
Landmuarks and Legends

16 common among the Eastern maces that a legernd passed dowis
neratom eventually ataing the

from: father to son for many
ey of a fact and s accepted by all

(W, ). Chater, Sanaeak Long Age, 1969
ONE legend has it thae the Santubong Mountain was thrust up

from the acean by a voleanie upheaval millions of years ago. In the

process it moleen wold spewed out and was spread thinly through-

ars

out the districe. so that no concentrated gold deposits were ever
found in-one location in the First Division. During the stormy
panning

Landdas scason, fishermen at the foothills nade o fiving
Jor wold i the sandy recfs and streams. The Chinese returning
05 spoke of ow Clin Kol found gold in his

to Chinain the 18
warden: Sarawak in Nanyang was a kind of gold and oppertanites .
1t is conjectured by some that the ancient European geographers”

comnizance of the Golden Khersanese in the Malayan region might
Lave indicated the carly Sarawak  district. Another geologival
feature gave Kuchings surrounding districts certam ‘growing rocks’
These sandstone outeropy would contmue o “exude’ after those
sarly Malays believed

that have surfaced have been removed. The
them to be kanar or sacred. Rock Road was named after one
such large horizontal brownish outerop that was found about
3 kilometres south of town. The European officers often used it as .
\ milestone when exercising their horses. The Second Rajah had

ance plmed to blist it up to muke roads when. amimoushy.
Kuching had a cholera epidemic, and the Malays “pleaded success-
fully with him to chunge his mind’. Henee, the rock stll rening



PANIAATKS ANDY 1 1GERDY

Spectal Landmarks

Tt was likely thae Clurles Brooke had demobished the Government
Hotise in 1869 as it had been associated with some family tragedy
Ihe house had wimessed the unfortunate Johnson Brooke's
(I821-68) loss of bis rwo wives and Ins ofae son m the carly
18605, Charles Brooke thien built the Astana with the intention of
making it his home where he woukd raise « fimily. But only the
Tuan Muda Bertam was born there in 1876, The original struc-
ture of the Astana consisted of three houses, with an official recep-

tion room, dining raom. and drawing room in the centre portion,
and the living quarters in the two adjcent buildings. To keep the
guests cool at state dinniers or banquets, he would employ the
Sarawak Rangers s purkalt iwallahs. At cach corer of the table
ranger would swing the Egyptian puidkah, 1+ e palin frond fan

(A Indian pustkal would be a large fan suspended fron the
ceiling) A feature that was rerained from James Brooke’s Govern-
ment House was the entrance hallway, a neo-Gothie castellated
tower with the Brooke fanuly crese carved on s wall. Archor Ward
deseribed 1 as “a bit of feudal England prechiorked o an Asiatic

settin

I the Ascann backyard, amongst @ fow graves of the former
Brunei prince’ fanily. stads 4 memorial t the Ranee Margarets
first three children who died at the Red Sea while sailing home to
England in 1873, Between the At and Fort Mar
small fenced-in plor where Johmson Brooke's family had been

sherita i

buried. On the st ground the Malay dane had helped to bury the
anee Margarets still-born baby when Bishop Chambers refused
its burial in the cansecrated ground

A broad open veranda was lirer added o the front portion of the
Astana where the Ranee Margaret often sat and watched Kuching’s
lively bazaars and river. (It is now closed.) Much to the dsmay of
the oftie
Rajab’s watch tower” from which hie taok i a complete binoculay

at the Court House, thie sime veranda was the Second

view of their puncruality a getting into their offices
In 1858, Charles Brooke in his role as Tuan Muda had demol-
ished and replaced Janes Brookes schookhouse *Court Room’,
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OLD KUCTTING

where Liew Shanbang wis alleged to lave sat as the “Chinese
Ragah™ tor ewo days in 1857, Sinee s completion in 1874 the new
n hike a

ad, seeret soctery

Court House, besides it daily office routines, had be

towi-hall where proclamations and edicts were r
wrialy were held, and Regata breakfasts and Race Week luncheons
were taken (Colour Plate 15)

The Square Tower (1879) (Colour Plate 16) and the Roumd
Tower (1880) behind the Court THouse were partially fortified
against any sudden attack from the enemy. However. ther impreg-
mability, and that of the Fort Magherita, was never proven. The
Square Tower, with 4 medieval dungeon for hard-core prisoners.
once functioned as o dance hall i the 19205, The siwe of Fore
Margherita way chosen for its strategic position; from there the
army had 4 Jong-distance view dowririver to espy approaching
enemy boats and prali (Colour Plate 17), From the 18805, ships
steaming upriver would first notice the white Margherita with the

79 the execution of

Sarawak flag futtering in the wind. Since
criminals had been moved from Rock Road to the yvand of the fort
The Japanese prisoners of war were also execured there, and this
explans why Kuchings inhabicants believe that the surrotinding
woods are thickly populated by spirits.

Alfred Rassel Wallaces visit had planred the seed of the nataral
isey anterest in Kuching. o 1878, the Second Rajah, with his
French valets assistance, planned for a museum to house the
mereasing
Completed in 1891, the Sarawak Muscuns was deseribed by some
as looking like a *Normandy town hall’, an allusion to the Second

collections of nawrl species from all over Sarawak.

Rajaly great interest in French cultre (Plate 26), The Sannak
£
had more than 13 willion visitors. In the 19305, besides the

ars the Museum had

tte reported m 1925 that in thirty-tour v
Museunn, visitors would view or cross the Satok Suspension Bridge
to get to the noreh bank. When Charles Brooke in 1902 could not
convinee his engineer that heaping rocks in the middle of the river
would hold up the suspension bridge, the plan was shelved. When
the bridge was tmally under construction i the 19205, rumours
had it that heads were necded to appease the spirits who lved
under the bridge. This was 4 vestige of the custom of burying a
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26. The Samwak Museum in the early 19005, (Sarawak Museum)

slave with a longhouse or a bridge construction before slavery was
abolished. The rumouns died down when a labourer. by coincid-
ence, drowned w the river. Tn 1926 the bridge lifted the water
pipes from the river bed, and joined the two hanks. The age of the
motor vehicles had arrived in Kuching

Religions Establishments

Kuchings oldest and most historical buildings include the various
religious establishments. The increase in Malay population in
the 18405 and 18505, particularly with the pious Minangkabau
singly,

immigrants, seemed to have exerted great influences. Iner

the Kuching Malays were joming thousands in Singapore for the
Haj to Mecca. The Magjid thrived under 1 succession of fimams or
religious leaders, and had varicd styles i structure over the
decades. Tts present Moorish seyle sits majestic as the Masjid Negri
(State Mosque) on the same hill overlooking the town core, with
m up and

gleaming golden cupolas and minarets that are visible f
downriver. In contrast, the Moplahy low-roofed Masjid India is
sandwiched unoberusively between India Street and Gambier
Road. It is accessible to the informed through a narrow lae fram
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both streets. The Indian merchant community had purchased this
original site of their old prayer hut from the Second Rajah. Along
Mosque Road and a short distance from the Masjid Negri stands
the Sikh Temple. Indian Sepoys who worked in the first barracks
near Sungei Gartak were worshipping on the veranda when the
Second Rajah came on inspection. He immediately granted them
asite nearby to build a temple.

On the southern end of the town are the Anglican and Roman
Catholic cathedrals. The original wooden churches, built in the
European neo-Gothic style, had been replaced with modern archi-
tecture designed to suit the local climate. The Roman Catholic
church (1891), a timber and brick structure with two square
steeples 24 metres high was replaced in 1968. The Mission House
and St Thomas Cathedral were planned by Bishop McDougall, and
built by his German carpenter in 1849, The cathedral was rebuilt
in 1956, The Mission House is the only surviving wooden build-
ing that has withstood time and weather since James Brooke’s era,
although renovation had been made time and again.

Among the early burials in the Mission House’s cemetery were
the McDougalls” first three infants who died between 1848 and
1851. A memorial stone also commemorates James Fox and Henry
Steele, Brooke officers murdered by the Dayaks in a Third Division
fort in 1860, Other graves were those of Alan Lee (1853) and
William Brereton (1854). They marked the tough defiance of
Rentap and his followers against the Brooke regime, when Lee was
killed by Rentap’s army in the Batang Lupar skirmish. Following
his victory, Rentap, in the tradition of an Iban warrior, composed
his own praise-name. A part of it runs as follows:

Earth tremor, land tremor

(Rentap tanah, Rentap menoa)

Tuan Lee, easily killed

Tuan Brereton wears women's clothing

And no longer dares to lead the Rajah’s forces.

(Pringle, 1970)
At the east end of the town stands Kuching’s main Chinese

temple, the Tua Pek Kong Temple that started off as a small wooden
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shrine located just below Bukit Mata Kuching (Colour Plate 18). A
legend tells of the deiry’s complaint through a temple medium in
1965, that its fengshui was marred by the iron structure bearing the
year '1912" on the roof of the Chinese Court (now Chinese
Historical Building) across the street. The structure was removed
accordingly. There is a notion that this temple had existed from the
17505, which tentatively stretches the presence of Kuching’s Chinese
further back. Its deity, Tua Pek Kong (in Hokkien)—literally trans-
lated as 'Big Grand Uncle'—is worshipped by all dialect groups.
Any leading pioncer of a settlement can be deified as a Tua Pek
Kong afier his death so that he would continue to provide blessings
to the community (An example is Liew Shanbang who is
worshipped by the Bau Hakkas.) Kuching’s Tua Pek Kong is a
deified lord of the Zhou Dynasty (1122-255 Bc) of China. The
Taoist temple at the junction of Wayang and Ewe Hai Streets was
built in 1897 in honour of the young Hokkien child deity. Kuek
Seng Ong, Allegedly, his image had appeared on some rooftops
during Kuching’s Great Fire in 1884, waving a black flag just
before the rain began to put out the fire. At the same time the
Teochew community built their Taoist temple on Carpenter Street
to worship Xian Tien Shan Ti or God of Heaven. Both temples
nestle close to the missionary ground.

The Hindus had more recent temples built in Kuching.
Srinivasagar Kaliamman Temple on Ban Hock Road houses three
deities: Lord Subramaniam, Lord Perumal, and the goddess
{aliamman, The statues had come from India with the contracted
Tamil workers and were brought to Kuching after the closure of
the Matang estates. Another major Hindu goddess, Sri Maha
Mariamman, was similarly relocated from the tea estate and wor-
shipped in a nondescript shed for many years at Batu Lintang, Its
temple now sits close by the large sacred rock on Rock Road.

The Resthouses

Early European residents in Kuching often had to contend with
the humid climate, beat work stress, and fight diseases such as
fever and smallpox. Consequently, they had built some country
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cottages for quick getaways. The MeDougalls’ Sandrock Cottag
Santubong had given them brief moments of tranquility and fresh
sea breeze (Colour Plate 19). Charles Brooke had a private cottage,
the Valambrosa, on his Matang tea estate. These frail structures have
long since gone into ruins,

Perhaps the most historical site since the founding of Kuching 15
in the Serambau foothills where James Brooke put down the re-
bellion at Fort Belidah in 1841. At about 270 metres on the steep
elevation of the Serambau the First Rajah had built, in 1850, a
cottage with posts made of belian wood. He called it *Peninja
‘Look-afar’. (It has gone into complete ruin). This was but ‘a rude
wooden lodge where the English Rajah was accustomed to go for
relaxation and cool fresh air’ (Wallace, 1869). It offered a breath-
taking view of the expanse of green jungles and ‘silver’ rivers in the
north, east. and west directions from a landing below the cortage. It
was probably during a stay at Peninjau with the Rajah and Spencer
St John that Wallace thoroughly confounded James Brooke with
the theory of man’s evolution from the orang utan. Perhaps too, he
was inspired here to name the biggest and most brilliantly coloured
buttertly in Sarawak the ‘Rajah Brooke' (Ormithoptera Brookeana).

A short distance from this area, somewhere near Jugan Siniawan,
Liew Shanbang was killed and buried. The tomb is marked by his
shrine beside it. Long after the Brookes had left Kuching, these
two historical sites are the other reminders to the early making of

the old capital.
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A Romantic Past, A Bustling Present

THE events that took place during the Japanese Occupation in
Kuching were numerous, and it would only be fair to have them
retold in a separate volume. To attempt to contain them within
these pages would do such a historic period grave injustice. Here, it
should suffice to say that the Japanese War inflicted little damage
on the town’s structure. The Allied Forces liberated Kuching in
September 1945, and brought it to the turning point of its history.
The Third Rajah returned from Australia from where he had been
administering his country during the war, and proposed to cede
Sarawak to Great Britain as a crown colony. The decision created
great uncertainty among the people. For months Kuching was the
centre of the cession issue as pro- and anti-cessionists took to the
streets. The division cut across races, classes, families, kin, and
friends, with the Malays being the most divided. Part of Kuching’s
people had expected the Rajah Muda Anthony Brooke, Bertram’s
son, to succeed as the Fourth Rajah. Vyner Brooke (Plate 27), who
had no male heir, determined otherwise; the cession was soon over
by July 1946,

The colonial government deviated littde from the Brooke pol-
icies although it put a different stamp over the old capital. A great
influx of British officers and Europeans filled up the Kuching ad-
ministrative posts, and European firms from Singapore and Malaya
entered Kuching’s market freely. In commerce, the Hokkiens
and Chao Anns retained their hegemony. However, a great nuniber
of other Chinese dialect groups and Dayak population poured into
the First Division. By the 1970s, the Hakkas had replaced the
Hokkien majority in Kuching’s Chinese population. But Hokkien
remains the patois.

Kuching was declared a city in August 1988 with a population
of almost 300,000 people. Flyovers -are becoming a necessa
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27. The Third Rajah, Sir Charles Vyner

Brooke, (Sarawak Museum)

feature of the highways. Traffic thunders over the Sarawak River
on the more solid Tun Haji Abdul Rahman Yakub Bridge after the
Satok Suspension Bridge became a historical monument in the
1970s. Northwards, the highways reach out into the Santubong
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villages and coastal resorts, once only accessible by boats and gov-
ernment launches; westwards they stretch into the Matang range.
On the south bank, suburban complexes and housing estates are
mapped on zones that pepper and rubber gardens once claimed as
home.

Yet the idyllic past lingers in the brisk air of the little city, The
Astana is now the residence of the Head of State (Governor). From
a substantial height on the north bank, the ministerial and admin-
istrative buildings fetch a vantage view of the whole city with its
modest skyscrapers and rich green foliage. The old kampongs
Gersik, Surabaya, and Boyan of the 18405 are stll perched on
[hL cdgc of the river bank while sleek, multi-million ringgit con-

and shopy 1 loom majestic over them
from across the river. Carpenter Street and its lanes stand ambival-
cent between the centuries: old tea merchants, tailors, smitheries,
and coffee shops stay in business amongst electrical appliance and
furniture busing Antiquity reigns in the quaint Main Bazaar
as the oldest thoroughfare now deals in trendy antique wares. The
old tambang criss-crossing the river are motorized, and besides
carrying p carry adverti too. Where hip
used to call at the godowns lining the embankment, international
houseboats now berth for a landed holiday. This embankment, fur-
ther strengthened against the tidal changes, has been transformed
into a pleasant esplanade called the Waterfront. A living diorama of
the town’s history is featured along its walkway from Pangkalan
Batu to the Padungan junction. The Hilton chain’s hotel stands on
the former Borneo Company site, and competes for prominence
with Fort Margherita and its silent canons across the river.

Kuching picked up the new trade of eco-tourism in the 1980s.
Gone are the days of government lodgings and resthouses for
accommodation. Highrise hotels have taken their place. Yet,
among the mementos visitors take away are old Kuching’s romantic,
historical memories, etched deeply in its mountains, rivers, streets
and buildings, and most of all, its people. In short, the distinctive
character of the people remains, untouched by the urban spells of
the town.
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o IWhite Rajahs 1839-1908, London, Henry Sotheran, 1909,
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